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Editorial 
Welcome to the first Natural Sciences Conservation Group Nl·wslctter sin<·.c 0111 hrc;rk from 
IJKIC earlier this year. If you hilve any news or views this is the vehicle for the rc I oCthr: 
r'TOllp to hear from you and, as always, I need ilfliclcs letters. uscrul bits or information Srnc<: 
1 here is not quite so much pressure on me to produce six scripts pn annum, now reduced to 

I li r cc. this does not me an t ha I I ha v e rn or c t i rn c I o con c o c I t h l' 1\ w sI e lie' r my se I r i I ne c d y o 111 

coat ri bution s too -enough from the so a ph ox I 
S i 11 c e o 11 r re hi r I h a s a n a 11 t on o 111 o u s g r o u p I h c r c h a v c b cc n v il r i o 11 s c h an )! c s I o I h c o m 111 r I I 1: I' : 
Knte Andrew is our new acting chair since William Lindsay had to retire due to pr<' sun· til 

work, while Nick Gorclon and Carolinc: Butler, who arc respectively designing :1 tlt~W lopo and a 
s 11 b s cri p t ion f o r rn, ha v e r c pI a cc d Louis c: J3 a con a n d C h r i s C o I! i ll rh c g r o 11 p o J le r s i I s 1 11 a n k 
t o W i 11 i a rn, Louis e and C h r is for t h c i r hard work, c s pc c i a !I y W i llr am d n ring t h c: U K I C r (' 
organisation. 
At present the 1996 AGM is to be held at Ipswich Mnscnm on (). I t Manh. The dntt' an<l 
Vl:nue should only be pencilled into diaries as these have 110( V<'( bc·en rirJaliscd. Spe ia I 
not ices w i 11 be issued con cc r n in g the AGM fairly soon . 

11 () n I y re m (I ills ro r Ill c: l (} I ha Jl k t h 0 s c 0 r y 0 ll w h 0 ha V c c () nl r i h \l I I'd I () I h i !!(' w :; let I (. r' I I) 

rvmind everyone that the next deadline is the: end or Fcbruarv and to wrsh everyone all !lie lw 1 

for rapidly approaching Christmas and New Year. 

Simon Moore Group Editor 

Suhrnitting Articles 
When submitting articles to the: editor for the NSCG newsletter. whenever possible plea c 
uhmit a printed copy ancl ;r copy 011 computer disc, either :LS" or ", ill WoHI for 

W1.ndows format (.doe). WordPc:rrcct 5. ASCII format (.txt), or Rich T xt 1.-ormat (,rtf). "Jhr 
will help reduce cdilinp time hy cnttin out the need ror OCI\ sc:~nning t>r hnvin to rc:typt· IIH· 
wht>lc document. Drawings and diagr;rms should be in black ink on wl1itc paper or c:rrd" 
f'hotogr<lphs should he black nnd while prints. 
;\rti lc:s should be sent to: Sirnon Moorc, Hampshire County 1vfrr urrr Set vice, Chilcomh 
lloti c. Chilcornb Lnnc, Winchc t r. Hampshire, SO 3 SED 
ll 1 s k c n n e i t h c r h e s c n t w i t h ;r r I i c l c s l o S i m o n M o o r e o r s I r a i h I I o I h c I :1 v o 111 v d 1 t o r N r k 
Uordon. Saffron Waldc:n Museum. Muse11111 Street, Saffron vV:ildi·n. 1·: c, CHI() JJQ 

I ndcx: 
Moc>r, SJ f'rolcssional lrJdcnr!lity lnsurarrcc 
1\toor , S J Hibliograplly of Clllll'lll arti ](,:; ·l 
1\l()o!''· .<.:J. F'11rcwal, V. :Jiid lf11plit'S, I) lororilo 'IJ:) the (t'!illr :ttJIIII:tl .SI'NIIC lllt'clrlll' 

<~rid hcrb<Jrium \vorkshop. (!\oval Ontarro Mu.seurn, (J .Juni') 
(':ritc·r. Df Catl' of Collcctiorr·; Work~lrop. Lriccslcr !Jnivcr•.rlv. I I I} S plcrnh<'l I !l I I 

('(1\II·:R ~Jew N;rllrr;rl .'\er n s C'o11 t'rv:rtion <iro1rp logo dc•;tl'.ll hv •;:1rah ll:i.['l<·v. Wot <":1<'1 

City Mu l'lllrr 

rcnccs ( 'onscr\:ltron (irunp ~~~·w•,kttcr I 



Introduction and Welcorne 
Wclco!lle to the lirst newsletter of the new Natnr:Jl .Sciences Conscrvatwrr (!roup. Tllis lir:;t ncw:d<:tt,·r com<~.'; to Yllll 111 
vom capacity either :1s a prc-1995 mcmlx'r oCUKl(' Natural Scicnct.·s Scclion, a !91)') niCIJJbcrl)rlJk[(' wlto dn:tcd tll•· 
N:1tmal Sciences Section as their prckrred section m as a new llll'llll~.·t ol the N:lt\llal Scicnc<:s ('onset vat ion Cirmrp 11 
von wish to continue receiving m:1ilings :1nd to support Natmal ScJt:ucc Conservnii<J!l in Britain and II:1Vi' not yet JOWI'd, 

please complete the me m bcrship l(mn in this issue. 

·nll' new Natmal Sciences Conservation Group h:1s been lt>lllH'd :r~; :1 H'snlt olthc ll'Sintclllllll,E oi\JK I C. :1 moV(' 1 hat 
N:llmal Science Section members disagreed with since volinp tiles \WJ(' restricted :llld lll<.'lllh<.;r:·:htp k<.'S al111ost <l<>Irbkd; :1 

vote at our AGM in March authorised the comrluttcc to.Jrmn a new llllJl ,<;]Jonld the lJKIC n:stru<:ltillll).' pnH;<·cd. 

The new group oOicinlly came into lx:ing with the demise oftlw old {)KIC SIIII<'Inn• on ) 1llh Sc·pl<'llllx.·r !'!') and will 
replace tl1e old Natmal Sciences Section; there an: insullicicnt people :rnd lC.'>Ollru:.~ to justify two l!ll>llps rqnt'SUttlllg 
Nntm;1l Sciences conservation in the UK. The change over period loan independent group has hc<:ll :I loll[', and Silllldimc:; 

pninf\il process hut personally, I kel that the diverse• conservation and c1llatioll sk1lls limncrly w1thm the orivinal sc.:lwn 
and still possihlc in om mcmbcrsll.ip will allow the /'lOll]> to play a lll:qor role in the development of this !Hanch of 
culkction en re. ll1e hivhly sncc<:ssrul two day Collection Ri.,;k ;\s•:c-:i~illlUlt and Manag<·mcnl wllll<sh"p oJpanJSt'd i(lllilc 
li1c.;t tirnc in Btitain hv o11r members is a c:1sl' in point (sec David C;ltit·r's H'porl 111 this L'iSIIC) 

l wmtld like to take this opp01tunity ofthank1ng Wi!Jiam Lindsav fiH hi•; hatd wmk as ChairT11:1n ovc1 the: I:J.':I thre'.' y<·:1rs. 
Willi:Jm's skills were mvahwhk when dn1win.tc up th<: original con:;l!lnlion and innll coumultcc and mc•t:llll!{ prou·diiH':>. 

'The peril)(! durin)l which the UKIC structure wa:i being revH·wcd was partiwi:Jrly bosy !or llltll ''' Ch:riJm:tll. w11h llLIJty 
add.ition<'llmeetings to attend ami reams or paper wmk to sif\ through. Willr:Hll<'xprcsscd a w1•;h lu rcSl('ll as Cil:nnn:m ;rl 
tlw I CJI>5 AGM hnt ac~reed to stay on nntilt.hc nnv group was f(lf!ll<'d, lhal point lras now lx:r:n tcncht'd ;md I ;Jtll now 
actin11 :1s chaiqlcrson lllltil the AGM. 

Tile committee is wurkll\f. h;ud on organising tile I 'I'll, mcvtinl:' and 1\Gi'vl to lw lu•ld in lp•,wJ<·h with a :>t~,:ond dav of 

colkc!J<m toms tu nearby muse1uns. If any unc would like tu give a I;Jik. please let Uoh Fntwi:,tlc or :Jil<ilhcr 1\H'IIIhcr ol 
the colllllllttce know. Postl't prvs<:ntatioll.<: :ne cquallv wcko11W and llliiY he: ;1 liitk kss diltJilt J\n those olyou wit it tire 

CPlllhill<1(Jilll of t!lle!CSiin.!l projects and stag,• fiiglrl. 

litllcrv ;ne illlV is.<;ucs tl1at you as a mcmlx;r wd11.'S to ;ur, tills w·wslt'll.:r rs IJill: wav ofdul!lg :.t~. Stlll(lll tvlo111c :1·: nll(ur 

worrld J,· happv lo ll'<;cJVl' copy. Nick Uord<ilt is :1lsu now hclpinp Srlli<JJI ns ;t:)Sistanl nlitor. Cowmltln~ mcllliH'J C<lll ol 
cow~;r· k appmaclicd. the next cotnmittn: llH.Tiing will he 111 l:ltc Novc111hcr. 

In coll<:ltlsion, lo tho.sc llCyon who h;1vc ;iln·;Hiyjoincd. thank )'Oil nnd wclconll' aboard :md Ill tilos<' who lr:tvc lilll yet 
it>incd. set iomlv t:onsid1•t doing so. 

1\athl'rill(' Andrl'w, acting chair person 

P r o re s s i o 11 a I I n d e Hill i t y I n s u r a n c t:~ 

For !lit> 1ll VOIJ wlw do (rccl:rllc work ancl lll'(:d prolc:;stoJJ:rl indclliilllV to ovt'r yun :q•aJn:;t 
l'i'llll' .<ottc:i\ fu1 poor qual1!y wo1k th tl' is a /Hoop nl <:tJn rv:1til1 IIVill!' to g1·1 :1 'lnilk 
dJSCtllllll' (ruin 111 ttlcrs If' yull ill!.' Jtl!<:rcstctl oni:Jct· 

(. ;J I tlilll I' lJ ll d I.~ 
Ill(' I :tvl'Ild<'l (i;rrtlcus 
I t>ll d '111 

\VI' IIIN 
I ('I I I I i l!~ I I) \ I 

;\c; l·llll i!S JlO',',Jhk ;tS .\lil' Willl(;, (11 !'l'( Sllllll'lltl!l,!! '\llll1:d (Ill( hy !ill' I'll<! ,)j lilt' Vl'ill 

U~ol J·•tilf' ·:•:J<llt:rl indl'IIJIIIIV <'ll\'''' Villi :q•ain."l! Jl<ltll qn;lltiv Wlllk. (llthlr< II:thriiiV t'llVI'J \'Uti 

l111 :1. ldi.'lli:II diilll<Jgl' i'itt'V illl~ lll>l lilt' .\:JIIll'l) 



Bibliography of Current Articles 

This is intended to keep members aware of current articles relevant to natural sctc:Jl<'l'S 
conservators. 

?Anon. 1991: Atelier de conservation, Nuclear!. (The Nuclear! method oftrcaling biolllr~tcal 
specimens.) L1 Lettre de l'OCIM. 14: 12-14. 
B o q u i 11 on , J P, B res son , P , Fe rr i ere . G . ll) l) 3 : E ss a i d ' ut i I is a t ion d u I a se r p o 11 r I a 1 e ~; t a 11 r:1 t 1 011 

des collections d'histoire naturelles. (Use of laser cleaner on nat. hist. spectmcns) /,a rotr,· 
de I'OC!M, 25: 18-19 
Clary, J 19()2: Moisissurcs contantinantcs. (/lspergi/lus contamination of fcalilns) /.r/ l.i·!lre 

dl:' I 'OC!M, 20: 19-20 
Davis, P 1995: La documentation des collections de sciences nnturclles en Cfr<Jllde llrclagnc 
ra reure de /'OC!M, 38: 14-16 
llencgouwcn, Avon B. 1994: <<Tu cs ponssierc cl In rctourncras en poussi1)rc ou la lnt I<' 

con 1 re une fa ta lite (Freezing of insect-infested bioi ogica I spcci mens) !.a !.ell re dr' I'( >1 'J M, ll. 
21 
Jullicn. F. 1993: Reptiles and Amphibians tcchniqttcs de conservation. (I,.Jtttd prc~·;ctvitlion of 
rep I i le s and a m pit i b i a 11 s I o k c e p tit cm sup plc lo r fu tu r c t a xi d c rIll y). /, o !. et Ire d c I ·()I '/ i1r, ~ · 
I J I 5 
N o i: I , P I 9 9 2 : C r 11 s t a c (~ s c t m u s 6 o l o g i e : l c c h n i q 11 e s d e c o n s c r v a t i on c I p n: s c 11 I :1 I i o n . ( F I 11 t d 

pre crvcd preservation of crustaceans). La Le/Ire de l 'OC!M, I· 18 27. 
p a c il \1 d . G 1 9 9 I : D e u X ro r m e s d c g c I d c s i I i c c p c 11 c 0 n n \1 c s ( c; () r c T e X a [I d A I t s () ll> . ) l {/ 
/,cl/re de I'UCIM, 15: 12 14 

OCJM is the Of/ice dl:' Cooperation et d'lnfurwalion Museograpl!iqttcs, nud pnbllshvs a bi 
Ill on l h 1 y j o urn a 1 (I e 11 r 1:') . 3 I) Rue C h a h o I C h a Ill y, I 0 () !) ij o ll , F r :1 11 cc , T cl () I I ll 8 0 H () 1\ ) () 

From SPNHC's Collection Forum. 
B I on n t , A M I 9 9 J : N a t u re or l h c a It e r a t i on s w h i c h for m on p y r i 1 c a n d m a r c a i I <~ d 111 i n g 
c o J k c t 1 u n s tor a g c. C o 11 e c I i o 11 Fo nun. 9 ( I ) : I I (J. 

Boast·. t'..Ji\, and Wailer, RR 1994: The crrn~( or propylellt' glycol on ethanol COil (~JllliillOil:' 

d c 1 1 m 1 n e d by d c 11 s i t y m ea sure me nl . C o I! c c I Ion F u r 11 m , I 0 ( ) : 11 I d 1! . 
Buttlcr. c 1995: National Museum or Wales specimen condition SlllVCY runn loi J1.COiogiCiil 

collections Co/!ection For11m, !I (I): 1-5 
C:1macho, AI, and f3edoya. J 1994: Evaluation o11 lhe effects of diflcrcnt prc t:rvativ<: an 
rixaliv fluids on aquatic invertebrates frum intt~rstilial waters. C'nlln·tion h!/11111, 10(1)· () 
)I 

C I a tl< , P F, C rim m c n , 0 S , N a g g s. F C , W a h I , A j) , a n d M a n s fi c J d , MC: I Y ~> 11 · T 1 :1 n p 11 1 I at i 11 n o f 
fl1tid prc rvcd natural history specimens 'slon~d in glass COlilaillers· nvw oltttiotl nn old 
flliih],·rn !'n/leclinll Forum, I 0( I): I 9 
u () \' (', c I !) I) r~ V a I \l ;I ( i 0 ll () r all ill I c g r a l c d Jl c s l m a 11 age Ill e Ill pI() p r a Ill' d 1 Vi:; I (j 11 ()I h 11 d '•' 
l J.'H..J M o t N ;1 1 u Iil I f I is tor y. C o I I e c I in 11 Forum, I I ( I ) : 8 3 8. 
Lildl, UW Villi, J()'J·I: Sptiil Colln·.tioll';: a ptclllninary an:1Jvc;j of ::o1111' oq•:Jillt: ma1c1i:1h 

luurid 111 the stu1a,L~1: Jln1ds uf tnalllJtt;lls. Co!/r•r·fiun Fu!lil/1, I()( I): I (I I 'J 
l·otllld. C, and llclwig. K l C)C) : Tl1c: rclillllility o( spol rests ror the dclccti<Jil ell a1SI'Ili1· and 
tncic!try 111 natutal histury collections: a eas1: study. Colic finn Fu111111, 11(1): (J l'i 
I w;nn :1 11 I CJ ') 3: ;\ pproa eh cs to 111 otll d desi1• 11 a 11 d con st ru cl ion ('n llr·ct ion r-,,,11 111, 11( I)· ·1 J .{,() 
J:IJIIII:II. i·J J1., :1nd D;tvics, J(; 1()9'1: Sandblast d plastic buxc:, fn1 ptoccsSilt/'. p Cllltl:n.-; 111 

(\ (' I Tl1 (' '· I I d (1 I Oil I (' (! If c c I i () 1/ F (! 1'1 11/1 • I) ( ) : I () X I () () 
Lamln•Jt. MP JIJ<).) loni ing radialion :1s~:ociatcd with the.· Tnin r;tl CIJII('t'!Jolt qf tli1· t·Jail<lll:JI 

Mn:;c:\ll!l of \V;ile'i ('o!/e,·lion 1-onrm. I 0()). 1, 80. 
I <·ck1:' C'lil< W. :111d Williallls, SI. 1\l().J: Stndi1· ofthtc 1\u r·l Fflc<l l'arl 1. P1111<'dtt!l' :11td 

:1 p p I i '· :1 I 1 11 ll I · n 11 e c I i o 11 ;. n r 11 111 , I () ( ) ) : 5 () '1 I 
r nkJ<• C<rK W, ili!d WIIIi:tlllS, SI. ICJIJ .. !. SludH'S ullllC Ru:; I'! Elfv<.l 1':111 Ill I1111'1Jl1CI:ill011 

<llld 11 p1 ildittilllltl \ l'o!ler·flnll Forum. I 0( ). '!t\ ().). 



M cc() V c J I 9 3 : p a c kill g n \1 id- p res c r V c d h c r pc ( ()I() g i c a I s p ('C i Ill c ll s ro r s h i Jllll c ll ( I () 11 ,~ {'I I" 1/ 

F o n1111, 9 ( 2): 7 0-7 5 
Pciglcr, RS 1992: Shipping of pinned insects. Cnl/c('!in" 1-'rillllll, X( ): 7.1 // 
Shelton, SY, Barnct, RC, and Magrudcr, MD I ()93: Conscrv:1tion of a dinosatll tra kway 
cxhih1t . C'o/!eclioll Forum, 9( I I): 17 26 
s t r ;] 11 g ' T .r K I q q 2 : /\ r c V j c w 0 r p \1 b 1 i s h l' d t c Ill p c r a ' I! ll~ s lo ! ( h c c () n ( ! () 1 () r i ll s cc l p (' :; I s 1 ll 

muscurns .. Co!!eclion Forum, 8(2): 41-67 
S 11 z 11 m o t o, A Y, I 9 9 2 : New m a t er i a 1 s ro r se a 1 i n g o I d <: r o c k s . (' o /1 e c I i o 11 F n r 11 111 , X ( ) · 6 X 7 
W 8 d d i n g to 11, J I 9 9 J : F 1 o or Ion din g cons id c r a l i o 11 s 111 a p a I a con t o I o g i c a 1 c o 11 (' c I to 11 . 

('offer/ion Forum, 9(2): 65-69 
Wiiiiams, SL, W8!Iace, AM, and Jones, c: I <;9:1: Eflccl or relative hnlllidity Oll ClilJliHI 
dimc!lSIOllS or mammals .. Co!!eclion Fon/111, 9( I): d() c)(, 

Woodward, SM, and Hlwyka, WE 1993· A database for IJot.cn tissues and karyotype slide 
Coffee/ion Forum, 9(2): 84-I07 

ARTICLES 
Toronto '95, the tenth annual 
SPNIIC meeting and herbarium 
workshop. (Royal Ontario Museum, 
2-6 June) 

Keepin)! the pulse on modern museum 
trend 111 natural sciences, SPNHC's theme 
for tltc 1995 conference was more 
bot an 1 '· a 11 y orient at c d. Four <lays of I a r g cl y 
intcte ting talks relevant to modern 
cons tvation 
prnblclll nnd 
discon.·rics. 
Th<' fir t day 
c c n t 1 c d a r o u n d t h t~ 
role of natural 
IJI.\Iotv lllll.c;culn.'; 

a n cl a ,. n c r il I 
upd:1 I i 11 !' 0 fIll \ISCUlll 

curaloital duties, 
t'S)H'CliiJJ )' 

C 0 lit'<' l I ll 11 oe; 

m;IJl:l •.·mt'IJt and 
(lSSOl:J:l(l'd prohlt.'lllS. 
Stcpllt'll .l<1y Uo11l<.l 
(r'v1 C ! l •: p o k t' of I Ill' 
!! I or\' 'd n ;1 t 11 r al 
hi 1<.11 !Jli!S('lllll\ 

:1 11 d it u it <' d c p I o r <' d I h c p 1 c s c n I d a y t re· 11 d 
() l Ill!( I I 11 J (' ;tl il !Id ;; ,. i c 11 I i I i c :tll y I<: le V ;Ill ( 

spt.'t:11il'.'f\'; ;1::ttk In! clcctrontc :t11d hi ll'Ch 
liH'tJI. )'.itk displ:tv. oll!ll.il' .•:ci(·nlilic 

vain,·. tl\',1 lo btitl)', 111 lite pnhltc. ~~o!Jll' 

mort: specific topics wet als!l pn: t'Jlft'd 

i n cln d i n g b i n c he m i c a 1 re :1 c I i on s i ll h on ': a 11 d 
kerntin to show how they d (l~l'!Otatl~ nnd(~J 

certain conditiuns; Victorin i'lltc~wal (NI\tl 
W :11 s) showed example l1 0111 n 'h urb:IIIUJJl' 

ol' wax flower model , how Ill ~;c had 
dc~l rioratctl and how tll NMW w 1 !tndinp 
ways to cure this prohll:!ll till' u c t>l 
Ill i !2 i n n I illu t r a t i o n t o a 1 :1 c; a o n t 1 o l 
a I' :1 j ll s ( c () 1 () u I I 1.? a I! j 11 )' i ll n Ill d jJ r (' I V(' d 

ftll1£'.ilf SJlCCilllCIIS 

( lJl ()()sI; d 11 11 /'. ) 

li h P·~ 1Jll('l1~ W:t 

p r c (' 11 t t' d J u I i a n 
Carter (NMW) 
ptilVtd d a nscf11l 
buf!1:r /or Jnrma1in 
p1 e <;I' r v a 1 ion C IJ r 1 

Colltu ~·:tvt: tile 

Ill c ( J 'I!'· Ill(' ' I() w 

down' on th 
p r o p o' c d f · :1 m h r i c11.: c' 
C 0 ll f t: r \' ll c (' Jl t X I 

y {' ;H ' !VL! d I i d :t 
I( hil :: b<:l:JI 

JtlckuaJul·d' 
JIJc I'COJlil <Lty' .~ 

Jlf I· t· 1\ I a I i o ll W I 1.' 

l'.l'lllll'd :iiOI\lld 

prohlt'ill illli! 

dl:·::t\ll'l with 
collt·cliollc. Sto1:1pr: oi" c:pt'r'llii''Il Ill 

lrnp1t:i11 clllllillr'. p!uhlr'!II': wtth ;Jtt 

C{)!ldillo!lll\)2, ()fl 1•>:1•; Ill)' illS<'['(Ictdl!.~ 

: t I f 1 • (; I 1 11 I' c ' · r t ; 1 1 11 p I; 1 •; I i r •; . p 1 r' Jl : t 1 1 11 1' f o 1 

:t 11 d :1 c t 1 11 I' u 11 d 1 s :1 "t c t s 1 " t I! r u I t 1 m a t r: 



problem of running a museum in nn active 
w ;1 r 7. o n e ! 
The third (lnrl fourth dnys m;H.le up the 
Herbarium Workshop. The ROM director. 
Jol1n Mcneill, welcomed participants to the 
two day workshop and commented thilt 
herbaria had not changed that much since 
the times of Linnaeus. He also expressed 
concern at the non-standard approach of 
modern taxonomists using variation as 
opposed to sub-species in the lowest taxon. 
P J(~vc~n tat i vc con se rva t ion m casu res were 
diSCllSSed during the first of these workshop 
d a y s a n d i n c I u d c d s u c h s u bj e c t s a s 
c o lie c t i on r i s k e v a I u a t i on , a i r c o n d i t i o n 1 11 I! 

ro r ;1 her ha r i 11 rn, insect pro b I ems and cop i ;I g 
with l"reezing so as not to destroy seed 
viability; the suitability or herbarium 
p;1pers, inks and adhesives and recent 
developments relating to these materials. 
The evening was taken up with a most 
useful 'bazaar' -an exchange or latest 
developments, ideas and technology rclatir1g 

111 herbaria. 
S 11 hJ cc t s for the second d n y or the workshop 
revolved, initially, around bar-codinf! the 
p 1 o ' s il n ll con ' s , s n i t a hi l i I y for 1 a r g e -
collections and ease of accessioning and 
11 p d ;I I in g. The re main d er or l he day 
discussed techniques, ideas, loan r;olicies 
and I chniques surrounding dcst rnct i vc 
s ;r m p I i n g. o r bot h p 1 a n t a n d a n i m a I l i s s ue s 
ro 1 D N A eX t r a c I i () n I . 

Sirrro11's poster was centred on problems 
crll·onntcred with RH when trying to store 
c n t i 1 ,_. ( rr e e ze-d r i c d ) fun g a I s p or o c a r p s. I l 
;1l so out I in e d the H g. u men t s for s la r tin g a 
1!1\111: scientific mycota herbarium in such a 
l111l!'<11 rich connty as Hampshire. Although 
not intended to be an in depth scientific
ILVII.'W about conserving collected fHlll'i it 
w ;1 s :1 i rn e d a t j 11 s t t h e c o r re c t 1 e v c I t o 
ptovJdc the contacts and feedback essential 
t11 the setting up of Sllch a herbariulll. Over 
Ill 11 xt few years the informiltion (iilthcrcd 
;1 I I 11 1 s con fc re n c e s h o nl d man i fe sI i I s c I C a 
;1 Clllilll.y lllycology hcrhariulll. 

'!! vou require a longer report, please write 
lo 

S .I 1\ In ore 
11 a n 1 p' h i ,. e C o u n t v M use u m s S <' r vir " 
('hilromh House 
<"hilcomh Lane 
\\' i n r h ~~ s t t' r 
11 :t Ill Jl '-, h j I l' 
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Tenth Annual Socidy for the 
P res c r v a t i o n o r N a t tH i1 I 11 i s t o r y 
C o 11 cc t ions m c et in g a ,id her ha r i lUll 

workshop 2-(> June 1995 

The c o 11 fer e 11 cc, a s c x pc c I 1: d, was ol a h i g IJ 
s t a 11 d a r d a 11 cl a d d r c ss': d m a n y i n t n c s t 1 n 1'. 
and r c 1 e v a 11 t t o pi c s c o v cri n g s c v c r a I ;1 s pc c 1 

of conservation. Jlowcvcr, although tile 
I 0 p i c S C 0 V e r C d WC n· il f C ll ll s i d C r :1 h le 
interest, it w:1s difTicllil to relate thctn In 
my own discipline, that of botanical 
c o n s c r v a t i o n . N c v c 1 t h cl c s , I w a s p It: <J :' c d 
I h <1 t o 11 I lt i s o c :1 i o n :1 I w o d a y h c r b a ri 11!11 

workshop was held towards the end of thl' 
conference. TIH' wotkshup tllvolvcd 
presentations a11d slide~ hilWS, q1restinn aud 
a n s we r I i 111 c w i t h :t sIll a 11 p :1 r cc 1 o C 
spec i a 1 is t s a n d Ci n a 11 y a p o t c r s c s:; i o 11 

The t a I k s we r c in t ere s t in v and add r c s s nl 
practical issues, the question tilllc wa 
i n ro r mat i v c h 11 t ]It i cr. :1 n d t ht' p os 1 c r 
s c ss ions or n 11 1 I' 11 s t n 11 d :1 , d . 
T ()pi c s c (l V c 1 c d ill c ill d (' d [ 11 d p: s () 11 [ h ~~ 
s t a hi I i t y o r n1 a t ~~ 1 i a I .'> 11 s 1: d i n bot a n i c a 1 
conservation, the conservation oCherhatintn 
s p c c i m c n s w i t h a v i c w t o j) N A a m p 1 i n J! 
(l ll d I h c ;] d V a ll I i1 l.' I) r 11 I' :1 I Yl' Jl [ l l ill i 11 g il i l 
conditioning (IIVA<') sy t,:ms. 
P a r t i c 11 1 a r I y r c !1.~ v a 11 I w c r ,_. p r c s c n t :1 t i o n s 
assessing rnat•·rial frcqllcntly used in 
botanical const'tVation. Jan1~ Dnwn (CC'!) 
r CV j C WC d i1 f il ll.(! I' U C :1 d [I l"i l V l' S 11 S C d fo l 

mo n n I i n g s pc c i ll1 c n s o n h n b a 1 i um s !J c "~ l 
W h e t h C r i t i S b c I I c 1 I o s I t a p o r 1' 1 11 c h :1 

always been a onjccturn1 pornt. She 
conclnded that rcgardlc~, ol the ndh rvc 
used, it would cvr:ntnallv bccoJn(· ;Jcidrc and 
discoloured and that thl' ht.~st and most 
stable materi:1l avail:J\111' w;Js J'_c1atJJI !la k d 
linen tape, which is the II!CIIlo,d cttrr\:ntly 
used at the Nnti1tnal tvlu l'llltl uf W:IIL~ The 
following tlchat fail t1 tr1 re 11lv1: the: 
mntter hut it appears th:ll lite maJolliY ol 
institutions contill\1\' lo u.•;,· l'itH', llluiq~ll :1 
Cc W il C I ll n 1 1 y )'. 111 il 11 d t J;i p . 
Although mcthyln;lluloc,r· l1as hr;1·n used [111 
sometime as an adhc rvr' Ill p;1pcr 
C 0 ll S C r V il I i Oil , il 11 d h :1 ;; Ill :111 V ()I iJ t ~ I 11 ;; !' 

in c In din g I I! c ol t 1: n1 11 11 ol .1ll d ad I! :i 1 v 
aid removal. it lia llilly Il't rtlly IH'I.'ll 
employed in hotar1tcal t,OJJ:;r:Jvilltorl 11 

lo 

;1 p JH' a r s I o r c 111 :1 i 11 llv 1 hI l' for s 11 111 '· I 1 111, • 

once dry. Sod11Jlll I::tlhli':yl JJII'Ihyl cc11nlo:;v 
IS illSOll r·d Ill ::llllll' lJl:,IIII!ti\lJJ:; hill (!JJ:; 
li ;1 ~ /', C 11 Cl il 11 j' 1 l I' 11 :t \1 ;) !Ill \Ill\' d iJ y ]' ;1 jll' I 

() 



con se r v a tors i n fa v our o f met h y I c e Jlul os e 
which is more stable. 
Several other presentations addressed the 
use of inks in Inbel writing nnd the 
a c c e s s 1 n g o f s p c c i m e n s . T h e p e r m :1 n e n c c o f 
inks from both pens and printers was 
cornparcd by assessing the extent of fading. 
solubility, and adhesion. It was interesting 
to see the degree to which these properties 
v a r i e d. The best p e 11 s we r c found to h c 
Rotring 17, Pigma and Marsgraphic pigment 
liner., but the printers whilst having some 
advantages, were limited in their 
usefulness. For example bubble-jet is 
soluble in water and this may present 
prohl ems in rccoveri n g specimens foil owing 
a w a t e r re 1 a t e d d i s a s t e r ( e . g . fi r e a n d 

flood). 
Julia Fcnn (ROM) presented n talk at the 
lll a in c u 11 re r c n c e 0 n the r cacti 0 ll s 0 r 
chcrnic:1ls on pl:1s1ics. She deduced that 
over a period of time several pesticides may 
have been applied to the same specimen and 
~!most invariably. such treatment will not 
hnve hcen docmnented. Moreover, she 
discovered that the use of several 
pesticides in succession may have a 
synergistic effect on plastic deterioration 
although a combination of a few pesticides 
have little (ldverse effects. These effects 
inclnde changes in the stability or the 
plac;tie, its pll, opacity nnd increased 
b r i 111 c n c ss. 
At the llcrb:lfiurn workshop Julia 
cone ntratcd on selection methods used in 
c h o os i n g suit a b 1 e pI as t i c s ro r spec i fi c uses. 
Tom Strang (CC!) addressed the effects ol 
h c 11 I o 11 p 1 a n t s p c c 1 Ill c 11 s d 11 r i n g p e s t 
c o n t r o I . ll e s h u w c d t h :1 t h y p I a i n g I h c 
rn ;1 t r i a J i n a se a I c d e ha m lH.~ r h c a t c d t o 5 "C 
( I 1 I ''F ) n n d m a i n t a i 11 c d a I a r cl a t i v c 
h 11 midi I y of 0%, I hat a J't er c i g hI ]l(l \1! s a I! 
the proteins were denatu1ed, destroying all 
s t n g e s i 11 t h e pc s t ' 1 i re c y c I e . JJ N !\ , 
how vtr, is affected to a lcs.-;cr extent, some 
seed r m;1ining viable and capable of 
[' 1' r m i 11 :1 t i o 11 lo llo win p such I r cat n1 c nt s. 
[ h c· 11 •; 1.: u f' I e l :11 I V C l y h i g h t C Ill p e I <I I 11 r C <l <.; a 
rn c ;1 11 () r JH' s t con 1 r o I w c n t i n it i a I 1 v a g a i n s 1 

1)11' f!lilitl IJICC lll!lSl institu(JO!lS :llC 

:1 c c 11 s 1 o 111 c d t o f r 1: c 1. i 11 ,1' t lie i 1 spec 1 m c 11 s . ln 
g (' 1\ n :11 ' ( ), n ' I h :1 I i s ro r c V (' r y I () ''C 
( () ,, r ) r I '; l: . I li l' l il I l" () r c 11 c: Ill i c :l l 1(: il c l l I) 1\ 

ilollhlc··: lh11S, hc:lillll' Sjl('Cilncn.s will 
iii:Ct'lt.'l:llc chCI111 :11 ch:Jill)l:S <llld 111:1y 1CS\I]I 

i11 tile lu•;s ol Wil:\ :ttHI sulvr·nts illld 111:1v 
c:111St' d:IITI;I,J'C to 111 mbra11I'S, cnticlcs :111d 
" :1 i r s r·J 111!1 r· l () 11 fliT l i Ill i l1 ;I l y I c sI h a V 1,: 

IH:I'il conducted and solar there seerns toll\.' 
lit.tlc cv1dcncc of immediate dama!;'e lu 

specimens. Consequently .tile H.')\: ol ht:nl 
presents many advantage c pc ially a:; rt 
reduces the time rcqurrcd to lrt'ii( 

coil t ~ r; t i on s . J I o w c v c r. I he l o n g t er m c ill' c 1 s 

r c q n i r c c a r c ful m on i t o r i 11 12 s 111 cc I h c c I le I 
of he;ll on DNA and the vast arrnv of 
complex chemicals fomHI wtlhin lr hnu; 
remains largely unkli(JWII. 

The· sc:cond day of the workshop 
c o n t: c ntr a t e d o n tll e h e r b :n i urn a a o u 1 e 
of DN/\ samples, the corrc t code of 
con d u c t w h i I c work i 11 JZ u n a h c r b a r i u Jn 
specimen and the condition requir d to 
p r c v v 11 t D N A d c sI r 11 c t ion r fon 11 d t h i a 
very i m p o r t a 11 t se ss i on a I {c I t 11 ).'.a vc· 
g u id c 1 i ne s t o Cl re as w hi h had p r t' v 1 o ll sI y 
been neglectctl. lncvitablv. this led to liv(']y 
l1 i s c 11 ss ion . 
'The rour days ill total W('l(' :1 11111\t~ of u t'fl!l 
inf.ormation and the C\llll lt:ncc wett' 
conducted in such a way that an cnJovahtc 
time was had by all 
Victoria Purcwal 
National Museum of Wall'~, Cnthays Park, 
Cardiff, CFt 3NI' 

Managing the Modern llerharium 
W i t h n o t i rn c I o re c o v r f 1 o rn I I! 1.~ p n k c rl 
and invigornting prograrnrnc oi !lit: I'NHC 
c nn fc r e n c e . 9 S d e I e g a I 1: s 1 11 c In d i 11 1' m y s t' l r 
plonghcd straight into tht.· train111g 
w\Hkshop 'Managing th Modt:rn 
llerb;rriurn'. This nmbilrorr r:vcnt w;l 
organised by Ann l'tn I (Nevada State 
Mu Ct1111) ilnd Dcl)l)rah l cwrs (ROM) lhosc 
fiorn th conferl'ncc wh<l wcr n't herhnrium 
(J I i l' !11 :I t c d c (j Ill d l' 0 () 11 :1 I () \1 I () r t lr c H () ivl 's 
coil(: c I I () 11 s all tl ra c i 1 i I i (' 0 l ( ill! d I (' i1 n ' t 
r r: nr c 111 h c t :; c: i ll ,1' t h 1 111 I h c p 1 o /'.ram 1ll t:) 

vi:;it Ningra F:1ll go up t!Ho CN Tower, 
' hop' etc.' Anyway w d1 hard anrv at 
M o 11 d :1 y R a Ill 1 o 11: 1:' i l c r for w !t a I w a I o 
\H.'COJll JWO d:lY$ of' dt Cl! l!lll . H tivity 
:tnd produ live dch;tln 
John lownscnd. a pte rvation con ultant 
:1 11 d in !or million s p c i :r !1 t b c g :1 n 1. h ~~ lr r 1 
d " v by p1 s ~~ nt i 11 g n 1 :1 l k o n ' p n· v v 11 1 :1 I i v c 
consc~rvation' and how an c(lt:ciiVr.: 

pI () g I il l!llll (1 r I ll is c ()Ill rl h c: '' I() ol for 
' !11 :l 11 il I' i [] .f! ) I h c d (' t c l I ( l r a I I () n (l r l Ll I tl I a I 
ll!o;to1v t:ollc till!lS Joh11 tdcnliftcd ill fon1 
!:1 I I I 11 S W h I C h C 11111 I l bIll I· I 0 t h i l 11 ('V 11 ;I h }1-

r.\t'lt.'!lfl!i\llllfl bioloi'IC:11 plrvsicnl, ltr:lnic:1l 
;illd t'IIVIf(II\Jl!('llt:tJ, illld !JIJW by lil\VIII/1 Ill 

illlt'lliljlfllll'. lhi'St' Jllll c- <;t'.'J, :1 lOll!' [1:!111 



prcscrvnt ion programme cnn he set up. The 
1 a t t er 0 r ( h e s e a g e ll t s 0 r d e t e r i 0 r a t i 0 11 w il s 
then discussed hy William Lull, in a talk 
entitled 'Herbarium Building Design and 
Environment<rl Systems'. This followed on 
r r o rn a p <t per present e d the day b cfo re at t h c 
con re re n c e on he <t tin g, vent i 1 at ion and a i r 
conditioning (l-IVAC) systems and 
concentrated on the challenge of controlled 
hum id it y, temper n tu re and I i g h t ro r a 
collection of vnrying needs, such as 
herbaria, fungi, wet specimens, etc. 
William is currently working on the 
renovation of the NY Bolirnic Garden's 
herbarium. In 1991 he ndvised on the new 
environmentnl design for Brooklyn 
Botanical Garden. Kery Baringcr, a curator 
nt this institution followed with an 
illustrated presentation of' A 
Modern Herbarium 
Design'. This was a 
brilliant exnmple or 
a ' hero re a 11 d il ne r' 
and I think many 
c a rn e a w a y fc e I i n g 
"if only ... ". Tom 
S ( r il !I}! fr 0 Ill the 
Can ;r d i an 
Conservation 

Institute presented 
an ;tnlllS1llf! 

collection or holiday 
s I 1 d c ' ( 'i l w i t h s o m c 
i n ru r lll a t i () 11 \) ll pc s t 
cont1ol Illixcd in. 
i'v!aJJv(l) graphs were 
shown ( i r yonl eyes 
co11ld register the 
i n lo r ll1 at i o 11 q u i c k 

===== 

t: no llt! h) d c pi c tin g t h c c fTc c t s or t h c r m a I, 
:111nosphcrically controlled and convcnttonal 
funii ;rnt methods on seed viability. Let it 
h•; knuwn. lorn has a gJa]ll! ror everythiul'' 
ln the nftcrnoon four papers prccclkd a 
p :1 n '·' I I ;r u d i e n cc d i s cuss i on oo t h c c h cm i s t 1 y 
o I h 1 • 1 h :1r i u Ill n1 a t c 1 i a I s a n l 1 s t o r :1 g c . G 1 c g 
I! i I I ( N a t I ll 11 :r l A r c lt i VC s () r (' a 11 il d il ) ' 
Slcpht·n Wtlliams (Mu;;cum orTcxas tcch. 
ll n i ,. c r si ! v) . J a n c J) o w 11 ( ( · (' I ) a n d J 11 I i :1 

F no (Conscrv:rtion Dpt. H.OM) prcscntcd a 
c u 11 ~; ,. r vat ion pc r s pc c t i v c to c o m pI i I ill' 11 t a 
t r ad tl ion :t I t v c 11 r :1 to 1 i ill 0111.:. This was :1 11 

t'.\Cillll)' follow 011 IItllll subjects raised ill 
lh •·onil'll'IICC '('onscrv:Jtion ;111d llil' 

I it' r b :1 rIll Ill , . r 'i V(' r p ()()I ' () :1 . lie IT w :r s 

I' V j t\ (' I I 1· I il il C I 1 V C r CS C :1 I C h b C j 11/'. C il I I ll' d 
o111 p<.:cr:rllv Dll b1.~half ol hcrbarra 
CUII<:t:Ill\ 

1-.J:illlliil Sc:icltccs Conservation <imup Ncwsklkt I 

Grcg, a paper const·rvator. drscusst·d 
various tests used lo check tht· st<rllililv and 
compatibility of mountrng.and \loragc 
materials. Stcphcn (past'prcsidc:nt of 
SPNHC), described spot checks for 

analysing the lont•cvily of' inks inclutlinv 
the increasing use of' bar code'S. Ja11c, a 
conservation scicnti t. prcscnlcd thG 
findings or research c:lrticd (l\1( by CCI ttl(O 

ad h c si v c s us c d in h c 1 b a l1 a. I found this 
extremdy interest in in view of' my own 
s 11 r v c y c a rr i c d o 11 t on m n t cri a b us~~ d in t h l' 
U K . .J nl i a, a cons c r vat nr. d c s crib <I s c v 1 :JI 
tests designed to ,:!r1;ck the type. and 
t h c r c fu I e s u i t il hi I i t y' () r p I a s l i c p a t: k a !1 I 11 g 
ortcn used in lllliSI.'lllllS. Even llioup.lt pia lie 
i s 11 o l y c: t a rn a) o r ll1 a l c r i a I fo 1 h c r b a r i a , 1 t 

is used occasionally to contain sc(:d.s, ht,an 
lichens fun i ctc As r~~w or the panel 

"''"~·'·'='"-~"==·,= aclnallv work d 
wtthin the 
lll'l ha ri 11 nr 
c:nvironn1vnt, 
mnch of' the 
d c h :1[ (' p () I'd h y 

I h c a tt d 1 c n c e w :1 
boon ed hack 
aronnd the 
aut\tiOIIIJ!ll, 

though thcdr 
ptofrs ional 
ad vi cl' was 
j 11 dt:t'd 
notcwoJtl!y, 
·r h l' d a v' s 
presentation 
closed witli an 
atldJCS'i by the 
I' t c: si de nl 

C;1rolyn Rose on SI'NllC as :1 rt:sotrrcc {Dr 

conscrv:1tiun ;rtHl cnllcc!Ioll care and Johu 
TowtJSClHl who ptt' ctrtt:d a synupsi of tiH' 

day's finding and di ':n'1sitlll I his 
prcp:rred tlS all ni•~t·lv !or !lit' t~V\Jtlings 
ensuing hcrh:JIIJI!ll worksltopll>:I aa1 (Yt'>; w 

:ill wtnkcd till IOpill. while other I!OI th1· 
d r i 11 k s i n I ) . I 11 b c I w 1.' c 11 w l' a !I h :r d n t a t V 

dlrlncr io the· lJnrvcistly 11( Ti>tonto Fau1ily 

Club, wltnc all llinnks Wl'l<' l'ivcn to the 
spc:akcrs nnd otgalll t'ts 
s () t 0 I h c Ll il a ;) I w ;J ' i I hi /,:1 rr c ':' w cl I i r 
you cnll lOO pcoplc i'C!!ill!' v ry t·.xcilt'd 

about l'tlii!Jlil<'llll sysll'lll.'>. 111<:1 111v 

poisoning gliit' Jlil["'i llli'IJ vt· 'The 
CVCillll,l' W:lS il )'!\'ill 'illCCI.:S dill.' to 
l' V c I y () ll (' ' s c ()I I! I 11 I l fl1 (. 11 I I \) I Ill ll i 11 ' w h c I h u 
d I; h il ! i 11 r Ill t: I h \) d 0 l Ill Ill I I'· :1 ( I () ll () r r ()!I I 11 I' 
I h c 1 c sIc c v c ;, 11 p I u p r t· :1 d I' I 11 c u v n I' Li;; 

\! 
() 



with Judy Gibson (San Diego NH Museum). 
In all I 6 posters were displayed, many with 
h<1nd-outs to take away. The trade fair 
st<1nds were here again (from the AGM). We 
also had a slide presentation of a project 
developed at the Canadian Museum of 
Nature on the design and construction of a 
'p rot ec t i v e' Type specimen folder. I h<1 d my 
doubts <1bout the feasibility of this 
prototype design due to its vulner<1bility to 
dirt migration, not to mention how time 
consuming and expensive its application 
would be. Anyway, many came away 
impressed and this was what it was all 
about; sharing ideas and experience. Hats 
off to De b Met s g er for organising the 
Bazaar (and also managing to sit on a 
committee meeting that evening') 
Tuesday's theme was a contemporary issues 

c=c=.:=::occ;c=c::b 
faci11g herh11ria 
and began with 
Rusty Russel, 
Smithsonian 
Institnte, 
discussing the use 
of b<1r codes, such 
as tracking and 
providing 
acconntahility 
especia 11 y for 
loans. Rusty is 
also involved in 

t h a n ! I e s I! , m a t e r i a I to r D N A sI u d i c :; a 11 d 
1lcscrihing. DNA 1solatron ri)clho1ls. A 
sttrvt'v showed that hnha!"I:I spe imcns arc 
usc:d in nearly all the research lab~ (SA), 
hnt in most cases only about 10%, ol DNA i 
c n r r c nl 1 y oh t a i ne d r r o m p res n v e d m a t t: t i ;1 l 
I ss u e s a ff"e c t i n g D N A sa m p I i n g o f 
mvcological collections were discu sed by 
c; r [; g 0 I y M 11 c 11 c r. T h c ' d e I r \1 c t i V c ' I s 11 

not the same, as virtually all examination 
of fungal specimens require dissection alltl 
many genera can only bt: i1\t-ntirit:d by spore 
a n a I y s i s T h ere i s a n cc d for n' s c '' 1 c h i 11 1 o 
jllt'SCIV(l [ j Oil (CChll iqttt;S fo f lll ycoJnp 11:;1] 

111 at cri al. a !so DNA ex t ract.i on and 
a Jll p 1 i ri c a l i () n mu tIt I) d s lo r cc r t a i Il 
taxonomic groups 
l'recuding an open di cussion or the day' 
1 o pi c Jam e s Whit li el d a n tl M a r k Ell)'. sI r olll 

fl ll.' •; I' Ill C d f! ;I p l' I 
1111 c\t;sltllclivt,; 

sampltnf~ fiOIII a 
/OO]UJ~lC<JJ 
p C l S p C t; ( I V C' , ] ;t Ill 

aiinHI I ditl nnt 
a t If~ n d t It s l w o 
li!lks (by nuw the 
8!Jl(ll!Jl( llf' 

in f•, r mat 1 on :I fl d 
the Sllll had V.OI 
1 u me I) hilt I 
It~lnrJlCtl for the 
clo ing of the 

VllljJOSllllll which 
t'd I h c 

hot n n i c a 1 p r oi e c t s 
on the Internet and 
c 11 I i g h t l~ n c d u s t u 
its rutnrc 
application within 
herbaria e.g. 
holding site 

ll o t a " i c :1 I ofTc a stinn. 'W!te1 
we go from a d he si v fur n1 u un t i n g 

sp cimcns 
herbarium 

here? ... ' l'ulicy 
la 1 m ut s a 11 d 

images, photos or Jiving plants, microscopic 
tma}.!l' etc. 
T h c r c s I o r t h e <Ll y c on s i s t e d o I a 
symposinm on "D tnrclive sampling ;1nd 
molt'Ciilar systematics: arc we moving 
toward a conscnsn '/" Samplin!.'- was 

ubjcctivcs wen: di.~cu.'i rl <llld :1g1TVd upon 
by I' vc r y on c. T h c w i I! be a v a i I a hI 
ltoJH'fllJJv lfl the fOI!ll of ll pOSt Ctlllrl'TI'tll:t: 

S P N H C p l1 h l 1 c a I i o n S P N I! C h \l p c t o t a k e 
l his w or k;; ilo p ' r o a d h o w' I y I<~ t n d 1 f fie r c n t 

v c n 11 c n c ' (' ~ s 1 h c t a t 1\·1 y s e lf a n d n 
co1tpl ol" llthcr ddq?<lll'.'i (<)fl tile w;Jve of d I C u:; :; l' d f1 0 Ill :1 'fll ()V j d l~ I' Jl l' IS Jl l' C I i V l' h y 

Em i I v W t.l o <L c o ll cc t ions m n nil g \: r a I t h c 
Ilarv;nd l)nivcrsity Herbaria. Jlerc they 
have drafted a policy statt·mcnt anti 

t' 111 h us 1 a m ! ) r: p1 ~ d t!llt: 1 c s 1 i l1 t a!' 1 n )'. a 

:11! I h 0 I I :; a I i 011 fo I 1!l f"o l I ]H' n pp 1 i C:l I i Oil 0 r 
dc'itlll (IV samplilll!· The CO!I(t'llts or (hi 
W I tl t:ri\Jed and f"oJJowc.d !Jy posing 
!]11\":,lltlll.\ Co1 di::;t.ti'i:,ion: shotild one b\.' 
lotl\lll\11;) .'illh<;l'( I! rbaria or .'i(llllplcs'l i\nd 
how c ;1 n I hey b t~ s 1 u r c d in t h c I o Ill' t c r m l"o t 
'it a b i I 11 y 'I U o J a n 11, {) n i v er sit y o I ·1 l' x as, 
jlii"S('J\(t:t\ il 'u:; t' pel:ipC:CtiVI;, dl CI!SSII\/1 

t 1\ C ill I V il ll I ;t )! C .0 0 f ll SI 1\ g h C I ha I j a , I :1 ( )J 1: I 

tJK. wo1kshop 111)) vc-ats ltm Who 
know~?. hnl Wl' dcfinit,:ly lJav to k p this 
mo m1.: nt11111 or c u n c ,. rn F ,, in v. 
llonna llught: 
N a t i o n a I !VIu s !' 11 m <1\: {; :1 liP ri. e s o n 
M t' r s l' y s i d <' , L i v <' r p o o I , f\ I u s l' u m . \V ill i a 111 

Brow 11 SIre et, I, i vI' r p o o I, I, .1 HEN 
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RISK ASSESSMENT AT 
LEICESTER 

Tile Collection Risk i\ssessn1ent Worksl1op 
held n! the Museums Association 
C o 11 fer e 11 c e a I Le ices I er U 11 i v er sit y in 
September was run by The Canadian 
Museum of Nature and promoted by the 
Natural Sciences Section of UKIC. 
Fncilitntors for this two day workshop were 
Roh Wailer. Sylvie Marcel and Jean-Mnrc 
();1gnon. The C011rse was <lltendcd hy ·lli 
de I e g a t e s, a l I m use u m pro res si on a I .~ . 
Rob Wailer's workshops have an enviable 
reputation and delegates attended w1th high 
expectations of this event. To the surprise 
of milny, the approach was not the slick, 
high-powered, presentation that might have 
he c n c x p e c I e d . T h e s e s s i o 11 s w c re c o ~~ d u c t e d 
t h r on g h out i n a r c I a x e cl a 11 d fr i en d l y 

manner whilst keeping up the momentum of 
the workshop so th(Jt all topics were rnlly 
covered. 
From the outset it was emphasised that, i!l 
order to obtain funding for conservation 
works in museums, we must clearly define 
problems ;1nd solutions and commnnicatc 
OIII needs to administrators who often arc 
neither conservators, curators nor 
scientists. So orten the approach is to 
h c 1l\ () a 11 1 a c k () r s t a rr a ll d ru Il cl i n g t 0 c n r r y 
onl essential conservation work and such a 
negative approach does not impress 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s a n d fun d h o I de r s . T h c 
C.1 n <I cl i a n M n s e u m o r N a t u re ' s a p p r o a c h 1 s 
more· structured, forward looking and 
p o :; i t i v e :1 n d h a s a I r c a d y r c s nl t e d i n 
i !11 p 1 o v e d fundi 11 g for cons c r vat i o 11 p r oj cc t s 
The first stage of this strnctured approach 
wa to look at the ten recognised apcnts or 

dctc·r1ur:11ion: physical forces, l1rc. w;~tcr, 

cnminals. pests. contaminauts, light and 
r :1 d i a l i o 11. i n c o 1 re c t tern pc r a t urc. in c o rr cc 1 

rel:11ivc humidity and custodial nq:lccl. The 
last ap.cnt was the most contentious as it is 
c1rrrently interpreted as failure to docnrnent 
Ill <I t er i a I . r c s ul t in g i n ul t i m a 1 c I os s u r d at a 
il ll (\ :' ]H' C i Ill C ll S, l' VC ll il CC CS S t 0 S jl CC i llll' ll S, 

D c 1 t' I' at c s g l' n c 1 a 11 y a g r cc d t ha 1 this is <I 11 
irttporlant aspect h11t th;tl it is not 
:ltli'lJII<Ilt.'ly dc;scribc'd by the term C1rr:11or i;1l 
n t' g 1 cc I w hi c !J h <1 s ra r w id c r imp I i c:1t i o 11 s. 
ll s 1 11 I', :1 si 111 pI c m a I r i x s y s t cm , risks w c r c 
;J,'; li.!lll"l] to Olll' of three !llajor Cil!Cl'OliCs 

r <t I! 1 Ill' I r n ru c o 11 >;I a 11 t a n d g r :1 d 11 :11 ,to r a r c 
:lttd c::tla·;truphic 

PaLIIIIetcrs for cstin1atin)' lht· ni:IJ?IIttudc ol 
risks were then considered Fi)•ur s wctt· 
assign c d t o p a r a m c t c r s c x p r t' ss i 11 ~~ pot l' n t r :1 I 
extent of' damage, Ios.'; 111 v:1l11'' :111d 
p r o b a h i I i t y o f 1 o s s B y Ill u 11 i p I y i n g I h c •.· 
t o I' c t h er a n i n d c x r c Jlf t' s c 11 1 t n ~~ 1 ]l c 
magnitude of risk can be calctllatcd. MatiY 

d cl e gates re 1 t t ha l ass i g !\ i 1\ /( s \l c h ri I' l! r c ' 
particularly when the paranll'lt~rs cannot he 
defined accurately and ob1 clivuly, is au 
exercise or dubious value:. Ftlr cxatnpk the 
calculation or loss in vnluc 1 vcrv d1ffin1ll 
I o ass c ss wit 1t any d c g t n: u I a cc u1 <I c v, 
particnlarly since monetary value IS ra1ely 
the prime consideration vnth re earclt nntl 
c nl t n r a l v a I u c s g r cat 1 y c ;< c c diu g nLl r k et 
val11cs in n1ost c:1scs Tht: facilil.ators 
agreed that precision is not possihl b11t 
suggested that reasonable estimates (lie a 
p o s s i b i 1 i t y a u d t h a l s 11 c h ftP 11 I ,. ;1 r c 
extremely useful Cor compi1tativc pt1I!Ht•; s 
The very exercise of' cvalnntinl' ri k 
m a g n i t u d e s i s v a lu a b le i 11 h c l p 1, n 11 c tt 1<1 t o 1 

to assess and reduce risks ltl thei1 
collect ions. 
H a v i n g i d c n t i Ji t.: d a n (1 e v 11 !1 r:1 1 r; d r 1 k s o 11 

day one, the prograllllll nn tl:1y two moved 
(O the lJI(lllilg.Cll1t:ll1 of ri k , looJ<JII)l nt 

methods for risk mitigation. lt-vl'ls !or 
applying methods, miti_t>:tlton ~ltatcpies and 
their costs and benelit, f\1 k mitipatton 
involved the itlcntif'lc<llitlll tlltJil:thtH.\s ,1 r 
control, ranging rro111 cl1n1inaling the 
S 0 ll r CC 0 f" t h c fl S k ( l h c p H:i t; 1 r l' d o pI i o 11 ) t \1 

acting on the a)~Clll or clclt.:rtoratiO!l Levels 
f"o r a pp I y in g Ill I hods w r I h t: n d i c n ss c d 
anti categorised. These Jall,i!t:d f'rolll the 
1 o c ,, t i 11 '!1 or :1 hut 1 t1 in 1• to th c c stab 1 i 11 m ut 
oJ safe proccdlttcs lor !tandlin1.' ollvct ion 
Mitigatio11 Sfl(![cgi\' Wl'tt: then di •:ttssc·d. 
the ohj ctivc llt"llll' lP cni'ttltl:ll'l.' hro:1d 
t h1 11 k 1 n g a 11 d t h u r o Ill' lt a 11 a 1 vs i >; o I t h c: 
si I 11 it t i o 11 . 

T h c t.: v a lu a l i o ll o I n 'i 1 a 11 d I> c 11 cl tt s o t 11 s k 
lllttigalion sttall')'il":; 1 <Ill c ln:Htt·ly 

i 111 p tll t an t t o p i c a t !I c c :1 r c r i t c 1 i a I h a t 
will strongly iullli!.~IIL"I' .';l"tJior m;lll:I.H men! 
anti f'nntling htJt\JC.\ Wllc11 lt~ukill)' ;11 co'il 
it is often ust:lttl to Ctl!l~;!dcr ho!h a shu1t 

tcrn1. low cost \OIIJtion :tilt! :1 lull!' tctm. 
h 1 !' h c us l :.; o i11 I tt 1 11 . ;\ I I r 11 I s 111 t1:; I h t' 
idcntiricd ilnd cv<Jlllill<'d :1 well :1s nsk 
<ltl(l collalcl:tlti ks a tlt'liill~d WIIIi both the 
imp!t:!IICIII:llltlll ill!tl tlliliiiii"II;lllt:t; nf 

strat gics. It hottld :1lwny \ll' hotn•· in 
lllind that shot[ I tlll ultllltlllS of'lt•n rrsull 
111 ltight.:r loll)' 1<:1111 n•:l:;. Wlt1·n ;r·;.s1· .•:in:• 

b I' 1l r.: I" j I S i I i S !I I tl SI 1 Ill p 0 I I il 11 I I o C tlll j d t: 1 
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broild implications or actions and to look at 
aspects not included in the risk assessment 
procedure. Examples of benefits a re 
improved efficiency of research and better 
staff morale. 
As i1 1Hi1IH1 rinale to the workshop, 
delegates were given the opportunity to put 
their newly acquired skills to use by 
undertaking an exercise to determine 
m it i g a 1 ion s 1 r a 1 e g i e s for a fi c I i on a 1 s cc n a r i o 
r r ()Vi de d h y I h c fa c i I i I at() r s. Ill d i Vi d 11 a I 
teams looked nt different risk categories 
and presented their results to the gt oup 111 a 
lively and good humoured discussion 
SeSS10I1. 

Art er two days of presentations, exercises 
and brainstorming sessions. we left the 

Natur;JI Sc!cnccs Conservation Group Nc\v•;lct!t:r I 

w o 1 k s h o p w t t h t h c l't.: c I i n g t h a t t i 111 c ha d 
been HJY well spent and.that this had been 
nr1 l.:xtrcmcly worthwhile .(;.\ctcisc. 
Coo g t at tt 1 at ions to R oh a ll d h i I e am !01 

c o mm 11 n t c a t i n g t h e i r c n t h us i a rn ro r a n d 
commi!lllt:lll to a holisiJC app1na h lo 

coli lions risk assessm ut. They have 
provid d us with a rnclhodology that can be 
applied lo any ollectJon in any muscr1m 
and hould enable us all to communicate the 
con·;crvation need~ of (Jur coli cttons Ill a 
thoronp.h and convtn tng manner 
Davld Carler 
D e p a r 1 m t' n I o f 1•: n I o m n I o g y, T h e N a t 11 r al 
llislory Museum, London ~W7 SDB. 
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IF YOU ARE NOT ALREADY A MEMBER OF THE NATURAL SCIENCES 
CONSERVATION GROUP- .JOIN NO\V! 

In March 1995 the membership of the Natural Sciences Conservation Section voted at their /\(!M to scp;natc· !'tom l!KH' 
and l(mn a new group iJthe planned UK!C restmcturing came into f(m:c. This has now occmrcd and subscnption.'i f(n the 
new organisation the Natural Sciences Conservation Group arc now being sought. 

The a.nnual subscriptions f(>r the new group will he: · 
UKpersonal £10 
Overseas pcrsonn I £ 15 
UK lnstitutionnl .£25 (I set ofpuhlicntions plus J membership rate places at meetings) 
Overscns Institution;ll £35 (I set of puhlic;1tions plus J membership rate places at meetings) 

Annnal subscriptions will be due in ApriL Because the new g10up is f(mning in the middle oft he year howr:vn, tile fits! 
Sltbscription fee will cover years 95/96 and 96/97, finishing in April I ()97. For t11is period only the subscription ra!t~s will 
he slightly higher: 

UK personal f 12 
Overseas personnl £18 
UK Institutional £30 
Overseas Institutional £42 

NATURAL SCIENCES CONSERVATION GROUP SlJnSCHWI'JON 1995/97 

l would like to join the Natural Sciences Conservation Gwnp: 

Name 

Address 

Please tick one catcgu1y: 

Personal Subscription (UK) £12 
Personal Subscription (overseas)-£ 18 
Institutional Subscription (UK) DO 
lnst it ut iotlill Subscript ion (overseas) f>P 

Cht.'qnc.c;, in sterling, should be made payable to Natmal Sciences Conservation (!roup and sent to: 

Kale Andrew 
Natural Science;; Conservation Uwup 
c/o Lll!llow Museum 
Old Stn~ct 
Lndlow 
Shropshire 
SY8 !NW 

N:llnr:il Scit:nu:s Conservation (!roup Ncwslcllcr I 


