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COLLECTIONS

A LIST OF ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS OF NOTE_ IN BOLTON MUSEUM

E. G. HANCOCK
BOLTON MUSEUM

The first public museum in Bolton, (Greater Bolton,
Bolton-le-Moors) Lancashire was fairly late, being opened to
visitors in 1884, It was atypical of local authority museums
in that no Literary.and Philosophical Society collections
preceded it, but typical in that it was originally founded as
a natural history museum. It rapidly branched out, fortunately,
realising that relics of the early history of cotton spinning
were even then disappearing fast, Called the Chadwick Museum,
after its philanthropic benefactor, who left a sum of money to
be used for a museum building to be constructed, it had a
curator from the start. The collections which had accumulated
in the Library since 1852 were handed over, including two of
some natural history importance. Dawes' fossils and Carpenter's
shells, but the main fillip at this time to the development of
the reference collections were the entire contents of the
Castleton Museum, Derbyshire, negotiated by its curator, Rooke
Pennington, who retired to Bolton. Pleistocene fossil verte-
brates formed the bulk of this and it was not until the early
1900's that the curator of Bolton decided to build up more
natural history reference material.

The private collections of Philip Brookes Mason of
Burton-on-Trent acquired between 1904-1911 formed the basis
of this intention. Mason is well known as a private collector
of the 1850-1900 period., His various obituaries and bio-
graphical references all pay tribute to his private museum
which was built as an extension to his house, He employed
a curator, John Sang, an illustrator of insects to manage
the material. When he died, his widow held on to the collection
for a long time, trying to obtain the highest possible prices.
Some parts of the collection were picked over by the British
Museum (Natural History) and the birds, macrolepidoptera,
molluscs and library were auctioned. DBolton obtained a small
number of fossils, the complete herbarium and the majority of
the insect collections,

By the 1920's, the reference collections were virtually
complete as they are found today, except for the bird and
mammal skins, These were built up by the staff themselves,
mainly post World War II, Hazelwood, the post-war curator,
was responsible for initiating this development and this work
has continued under the auspices of Eric Gorton from 19506 to
the present day. These collections now number 500 mammal
skins and over 8,000 bird skins. Although some small
collections of skins have been purchased or donated, this
number requires skins to have been made up at an average rate
of one per working day over the last 26 years. It relies on
contacts sending material from all over the British Isles which
gives coverage nationwide,

Immediately after the war, the museum was moved in its
entirety to new prewmises built around the Town Hall to form a
Civic Centre. The magnificent building in Queen's Park was
demolished in the 1950's,
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General Sources

Carpenter, M.M. (1945).

Carpenter, M.M. (1953).

Cassino, S.E. (compiler)
(1914).

Sherbourne, C.D. (1940).

Various authors by
section (1904).
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Bibliography of Biographies of
Entomologists American Midland
Naturalist, ggg;g; 1-116,

Supplement to above, Ibid. 50(2);
257-348, T

The Naturalists Directory,Msass, U.3.A.
199pp.

Where is the - Collection? Camb. Univ.
Press. 149pp.

History of the Collections in the British
Museums (Natural History) 2 volumes and
appendix (1912). London.

Some References to the Collection or Collectors

Carpenter, P.P. (1857).

Cooke, B. (1882).

Doncaster, J.P. (1961).

Douglas, J.W. +
Scott, 3. (1865)

Douglas, J. W. +
Scott, J.- (1876)

Hazelwood, A, +
Gorton, E. (1955)

Hazelwood, A, +
Gorton, E.
Hazelwood, A, +
Gorton, E,

Janson, E.W. (1863).

Mason, P.B, Obituaries.

Catalogue of the Collection of Mazatlan
Shells, London 522pp.

Contribution to a list of the Homoptera
of Lancashire and Cheshire. Naturalist
8; 17-8.

and similar articles on other groups
(1879-1883).

Francis Walker's Aphids. B.M.(N.H.) London
163pp.

The British Hemiptera Vol.I. Ray
Society, London 628pp 21 plates.

A catalogue of British Heteroptera
and Homoptera (Cicadoria and
Phytophthires), London, 99pp.

On Genetic instability in Budytes
flavus (L) in north west England., Bull
Brit. Orn. Club, 76{7); 94-5

On a probable Tringa alpina sakhalina
(Vieillot) in England. Ibid. 95-6.

On colour deviation in a population

of Passer domesticus (L) in Devonshire.
Ibid, 98.

British Beetles. London. 29 hand
coloured plates.

Thornewill, C.F. (1904) Journ. Conch.,
11; 104-5.

Fowler, W.W. (1903) Ent. Mon, Mag,, 40
17“18. -
Anon (1903) Ent. Record, 15; 343.
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Mason, P. B. Biographical. Anon (1904) Sale of Entomological
Library Ent. Record, 16; 144-5,

Mason, P. B. Ellis H.W. (1942) John Sang's
original drawings of Coleoptera with
a note on Dr, P. B. Mason's Collection.
Proc.R.Emt.Soc (A)., 17(4-6); 623,

Matthews, A. (1899) Corylophidae and Sphaeridae. Janson,
(edited by P. B. Mason) London. 220pp. 9 plates.

Pennington, A. S. (1885). British Zoophytes, Reeve, London
363pp 24 plates.,

Rye, E.C. (1866). British Beetles, Reeve, Lndon 280pp.

Full references to all aspects of the collectors, collections -
and specimens would be too unwieldy., It is intended to publish
full accounts of the collections group by group. The
Collection of Walker's Aphids, for exauwple, has been prepared
for publication already.



