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A REFERENCE LIST OF MUSEUMS IN THE BRITISH ISLES

WITH MOLLUSCAN COLLECTIONS

PETER LINGWOOD

DEPARTMENT OF INVERTRBRATE
Z00OLOGY, MERSEYSIDE COUNTY
MUSEUMS.

There has long been a need for a coumprehensive list of wmuseum
natural history collections and R.J. Cleevely of the British
Museum (Natural History) and the Society for the Bibliography
of Natural History are currently engaged (B.C.G. Newsletter 2,
March 1976) in producing a sequel to C, Davies Sherborn's
"Where is the .... collection' (1940, Cambridge University
Press), This is to be produced as an index of collectors and
their collections rather than the holdings of each museunm,
although the feasibility of reproducing the data in the latter
form is currently being investigated (R.J. Cleevely - Personal
Cowmunication).,

The following list of museums with molluscan collections has
therefore been produced to couwpliment the molluscan section of

Mr Cleevely's more detailed work. This list has been compiled
from a number of reference works and is accurate to 1970. It is
intended simply as a guide to the location of the larger molluscan
collections and has been tabulated for gegse of reference,

Only limited details of size and type of collection are given;
details of addresses, telephone number etc., can be located in the
current Museums Year Book., A list including the above information
together with times of opening and current admission charges (if
any) is to appear in the Newsletter of the Conchological Society
of Great Britain and Ireland., Both fossil and recent material
have been included because the division between the two is
indistinct and to some extent artificial,

The largest collections, as might be expected, are housed in the
national and university wmuseuws, although the collections of the
provincial museums are also iwmportant. It is hoped that the
smaller provincial and local wmuseums will be covered by a
subsequent article listing all wmuseums with any sort of molluscan
material; whether large andfully documented or just a box hidden
in an odd corner. Although the majority of such material may be
of little but local interest, it is possible that it may contain
nationally or even internationally iwportant specimens. The
proposed list may therefore help in tracing 'lost' specimens and
collections.

Whilst I have taken every care in compiling this list there may
well be error and omissions. I would therefore be delighted to
hear of any corrections and additions that would improve it, or
details (i.e. location, recent or fossil, exhibit or research,
approximate size) of collections not mentioned which might be
included in the proposed list,
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