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EATHICT, RARE, OR THREATEIED SRITISH FRESHUATER FISHES I3 USEUE COLLECTICHS.

The relationship of wuseuns to the conservation of sndangered species, or populations, is 3
potentially controversial topic and one liabls %o lead to misunderstanding amonost naturalists, Few
conservationists {or nuseum workers ) can look upen the series of 2938 and skins of some nearly extinet
Bird without a2 distinet quala of conscience concerning the role of museuns in conszrvation. |1 is true,
nowsver, that even in the past, wussum oollecting policies have had 1ittle effect on the continued survival
of any species, However, one positive rola for wuseuns is important,  |f conservation measures fail to
preserve 2 scecies or popuiation from extinction, museun specimens may then be the only material available
or study, For this reason curators have a responsibility to the conservation and scientific sonmunitiss
for the cars and safe preservation of axtant material of such taxa,

wany threatened spscies ars listed in the Red Data Book and are often well knoun, but sndangered
Tocal populations are less likely to be noted, Qur intersst liss in collactisns of certain soecies of

' ch-x‘.

freshwater fishes from the British [sles whic!

all fall into the category of sxtinct or endangersd local

nopulations and ge propose to compile a 1is% of musaum holdings of such taxa, so that curators are auare

of the value of their material and the amount of material available for research is known,

o curators to check their coliections of fishes for any of the folloming species

—

collected from Tocalities in the British Isles, and to inform us of their holdings.

CHAR! Salvelinus alninus

(Synenyns include : Salvelinus (or S2lme) willuahbii, S. lonsdalii, S, aaxillaris,

-

S. perisii, S, mallochi, S. killinensis, S. inframundus, 3. struanensis, 3, graci

S. colii, S. grayii, S. travelvani, _S. fimbriatus, S. scharffi, S$. obtusus ; char ),

AM{TEFISHES  Corsgonus aibu[g

.
[
(Synonyas include & Coregonus vandssius, C. gracilior, C, pollan, C, p, 2
G

. 0. clagans ; vandace or pollan ),

—

[e2)

Corsaonus lavaretus

{Synonyas include : Coregonus ciupeoides, G, ¢, stigmaticus, C. ¢, pennantii; opouan,

schelly , skelly , quyniad ),

Corsgonus oxyrinchus

(Svnonyms include ¢ Corsconus oxvrhynchus ; houting ) .

ALLIS SHsD Ales
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1)

BURBAT, Llota lota

(Synonyms include : Gadus lota, Lota vulaaris ),

STURGECH  Acipenser sturio from any British Isles locality, marine and freshuzter,
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In addition to the

o3

representatives of the following local populations,

WELT  Osmerus eperlanus fron Rostherns ilere, Cheshire,

TUAITE SHAD  Alosa fallax  from Lake Rillarney (Lough Leane),

bove listed species, we also rsquire information on mussum holdings of

(Synonyns includes Alosa finta, Clupea finta, C, fallax 3 goureen, lake herring.
? ?

The Killarney lakes population has been recognised as a submspecies and nanmed

A, fallax killarnensis ).

de uish to hear from curators with any of these fish in their collections, so that details of

their specimens may be incorporated into the proposed register of nuseum holdings of rare, extinct or

threatened fish species,

The following information is required : =

Speciss name

date of collection or incorporation

tocality

number of specimens

method of preservation (e.g. wet, dry, skeletal preparation atc.)
Information of a more gensral nature about the fish collections of British

Approxinate total number of fish specimens in collsctian,

what propertion of the collection is of British or Horth Atlantic

Details of any knoun tyne specimens,

Reply, please, to s
Alwyne theeler,

British tiuseum (Hatural History)
Cronwell Road,
London, Su7 580,

or 1o : Jeoffrey . Swinney,

Royal Scottish hussun,
Chanbers Strzet

’
Sdinburgh, EHI |

JF.

.

nuseums s also raguired s.q.
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material,



