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THE ANATOMICAL INVENTORY PROJECT OF THE AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION

For the last several years, the Committee on Collections of the American
Ornithologists' Union has been inventorying the skeletal and fluid-
preseived specimens of birds in North American collections, Although these
specimens are valuable for many kinds of studies (including systematic
ornithology, paleontology, archaeology, and functional anatomy), a number
of species are not represented at all as anatomical specimens, and very
few have long series of specimens, Workers often have trouble locating

the specimens they need. Thus, we felt that such an inventory would be
useful,

A large number of North American museums have co-operated with this project.
Enclosed is a sample page of some of our early results., We are so
encouraged with our progress that we are now attempting to add information
for many other museums, throughout the world., Data for the British Museum
have already been included. We very much hope that, if your collection
contains either skeletal or fluid-preserved specimens, you will be able to
participate in this project.

The inventory will probably be distributed as a computer print-out. This
will mean that up-to-date copies will always be available at reasonable
cost, Unfortunately, it would cost too much for us to be able to
distribute them free.

We hope next to develop a list of all species that are not represented as
skeletons or fluid-preserved specimens in any collection. Then we want to
determine the geographic distribution of these species, to determine where
collecting efforts should be concentrated, to maximize efforts at improving
anatomical holdings. We will publish the results of this analysis.

We hope you agree that this project will benefit all ornithologists and
that you can join us in the work., What we need is a list of how many
skeletal specimens and how many fluid-preserved specimens you have of each
species. For skeletons, we need to know if the specimen is essentially
complete or is only a few elements.

We also hope you will be willing to give us the names and addresses of other
collections in your country that might be able to provide information of
this nature,

We would appreciate it if you could return the enclosed questionnaire.

Thank you very much for your co-operation.

Marion J. Mengel, Chairman

Committee on Collections
American Ornithologists' Union.
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“TANATOMICAL INVENTORY QUESTIONNAIRE

To: D. Scott Wood
Division of Birds
Carnegie Museum of Natural History
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213
USA

My collection has avian skeletal specimens.

I hope to be able to send you information about how many complete

and partial skeletons we have for each species by

(date)

We have fluid-preserved specimens of birds.

I hope to be able to send you information about how many we have

for each species by

(date)

I would like for you to send me a list of the birds of the

world for me to record this information on

{yes or no)

I am Iisting on the back of this letter the addresses of
other museums in my country that may have anatomical specimens of

birds and that might be able to participate in this project.

(Name-~please print)

(Institution)

(Address)
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