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The Booth Bird Labels

T T . ..~ a case for relabelling and cataloguing using a
mini-computer

Gerald Legg, Keeper of Biology,
The Booth Museum of Natural History, Brighton.

In 1874 E. T. Booth opened his museum on the Downs in Brighton. This
contained his life's work: a display of most of the British birds in cases
fitted up to represent as far as possible their natural condition with
their natural surroundings. On his death in 1890 the museum and Collection
were bequeathed to the town of Brighton. Since then other specimens

have been added; so now there is a total of 476 cases of which 306 are
original Booth cases.

Each case possesses a black-painted label bearing gold lettering, giving
the common name of the bird(s) present, together with a small case number
label. Several of these old labels have names which are either no longer
valid or they are out-of-date. Catalogues of the cases were published in
several editions, and these contain extensive information about each of

the cases and the birds they contain. Copies of the catalogue are available
for the public to use should they wish to know more about particular cases
and birds.

This state of affairs was considered unsatisfactory and so-in 1978 it was
decided to provide further detailed information about each bird on labels in
close proximity to the relevant case, a daunting task with 476 cases to deal
with.

The production of the labels can be broken down into a series of stages:

1) design of the labels and the information they were to contain,
how they were to be mounted and protected;

2) making a plan of the distribution of the cases throughout the museum;

3) writing out in case order, that is in the order in which the cases
appear on display which is not necessarily the same as their number
order, details of each specimen;

L)  checking and editing the draft labels;

5) designing the label holders and contracting out their production;

6) entering the corrected draft labels on to computer discs;

7)  checking the entered labels for errors;

8) printing the labels;

9) mounting the labels.

The draft labels were largely prepared by a supervised sixth-form student
who was employed for a short time. Problems occurred with the firm that
was producing the label-holders which resulted in considerable delay in the
programme for relabelling. Details of the holders are given in Fig. 1.

The large number of labels needed meant that they had to be both unobtrusive
and also easy to read. Consequently it was initially decided to have them
typed. Various type styles and layouts were tried and at one point it was
intended to "Letraset" the English and Latin names using different type faces.
This idea was dropped because it would have involved a great deal of extra
work and expense.
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Then in 1983 things changed. The museum started a Manpower Services
Community Programme Scheme which was aimed at the production of catalogues
of and indexes to the collections to be made available to the general public.
To help with the work of the scheme an IBM perscnal mini-computer was
purchased. By coincidence the relabelling of the Booth cases was ideally
suited to the scheme. The availability of the IBM completely changed the

" ideas concerning production of the labels. It opened up other véry
beneficial opportunities: the production of indexes and catalogues which
could be made available or even sold to the general public. Consequently,
instead of typing the draft labels on an ordinary machine the data were
entered into the .IBM and stored on discs. Before this .could. be done:
suitable programmes had to be written.

The labels were initially stored in case order number so that they could be
prepared more easily prior to putting them in their respective label holders.
They were mounted in strips of 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8 or 9, depending on their
position and the number of cases being referred to (Plate 1). Once formated
the data could be printed in a standardised way, an example is given below.
Changes in format, alterations in text and corrections can all be easily
made by calling up the relevant record on the computer and altering as
appropriate and then reprinting the label(s) in question.

The labels were printed on an EPSON MX 100 III printer that interfaces with
the IBM. To enhance the contrast of the final labels they were photocopied
on a Xerox 2830 copier set on "darker copy'". They were then trimmed to size
to fit the holders, coated with "Library Film" (plastic self-adhesive

film) to protect against dirt and handling, and then mounted individually
in the "windows" of the label holders.

Once all the labels and their text were on file the data could be
manipulated to produce a catalogue and series of different indexes
(Linnean name, common English name, French and German names, etc.), see
below.
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BARN OHL varisty

Examples of Labels

Tyto alba guttata

{N.4& E.European dark breasted subspecie)

Choustte Effraie

Ctatus

Distribution

Habitat

Nest Sites

Schleiereule

Irregular vagrant
N.and E.Euroge
Faraland,open country

in barns,churches,hollow tress,but this subspecies not

in Britain
Collected Shorehas, Susseg,Septesber 1901,0ctober 1893.Rottingdean
Sussex,Noveaber 1900, {for British subspecies see case
541
370 GREAT SNIPE Ballinago sedia
Becassine Double Doppelschnepte
Status Annual vagrant
Distribution  Europe
Habitat Stubhle fields,heaths
Nest Sites Marshy country,but not in Britain
[ollected Nr.Lenes,Suésex,D:tnber 1847.Coney Hill,Patchaa,Sussex,
Septeeber 1909.nr.0xford,October 1847.Thoroe, Suffalk,
fugust 1B753:adult female
Examples of Indexes
RECE [CHSE ENGLISH NAME LINNAEAN NAXE
ALT ENS NaNE NO¥ FRAHCAIS DEUTSCHE NaKEN
37 663 KILD CAMARY zerinus canaria
33 478R DUSKY THRUSY urdus pEUsanRioeuantIul
Brive 3 Ailes Rousses ®ostfliupeidrozze
I9 IEL ROCDCRAY SERIKE
 {lorsizan Raodchatl Rotkoptwurger
&0 343x CSESTED LARY

...............
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