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THE DUTIES OF NATURAL HISTORY
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The exrloratory and commercial expediiions of the eighteerth and niretzenth
ceavdrf trrouzh the collections they brousht back, were the pr ire Yy source
of our imowledze of the world's flora and Ffaura, Ilowever, "t not alwa;’s
ted that suﬂh collectiors were *“t wreservedly VﬁWCOH“” int

y in fact, during the early ninsieenth centurv at least, sutizct to

TimA by S on
“riealt =

s of this period ma’ have been equally

iam Swainson {1729 - 1R55) noted that nany

s. ile, therefore, in 1822 set cut in his

he necessary arrangenents uha% should te nade
zes to be anticipated. J3walnson was in a most suitable position
oth his father and gzrandfather had held various posts in the
Customs service and he himself had been cwpo:mt-d a clerk at an early agze. He
¢id not fird the work to his liking and soon left to join the army ancd travel
abroad where he gained the experience of collecting and preserving which is
detailed in the rest of the book.

ct

The Treasury at that time were clearly aware of the commerclilal value of such

collections ané, as ever, wished to share in the procceﬁs. However, the tlask
of valuation appears to have been beyond them and it was left to the recipient

f the collection tc do this, under pain of 10ing the collection (admittedly
with scre reccompens se) if the customs official 1 thought it too low. Thers must
have been some gpeclalisatlion in the service to accemmodate this facet of the

work. However, to accurately value a ccllection would have required a con-
giderable hreadth of knowledge. The misidentification of a species cculd
drastically alter its value., Thus, a rare specimen of the genus Conus could
commard a price in double, sometlirnes approachlng trevle figures, whereas the
commoner members of the genus would remalr firmly irn single figures or less.,
The valuation of totazlly undescribed species would have beer an almosi
impossible tack. (The erroneous localiiies attributed to specimens collected
this time EEL perhaps be vartially attributable to the '“vestiga*OT,
rummagings of custon officers resulting in the loss of or mixings of labels).

The Treasury were cbvicusly aware of the difficul
tre-notified sclentific collections. The rates at

me

fic collections were devised both for thelr ease

the cemmercial value of the specimens. Certain aspec ates ar

lar to today's VAT, i.,e. those specinens which had been processeld in sons wal,

e.5. the rmoustsd ©tird specinens attracted the hizhest raite while the 'raw'

naterial attrected lower rates. Howsver, some taxa ¢.5. mammals, repilles,

fish, etec., are nolt even mentioned, presumably suggesting that they had 1little

cormmercial value on the domestic rark t. Swa*nson, with parti ular reference
e tri hi he d szpeciren to

© et

arpear to have wnduly influenced

. [ L
5 . or instance, contirued tc te con-
ho} P . sernge, “owech, the effect of
texes has rarely, if ever, been considered in relation to the successlon of
craces that characierised nineteenth centuryr uztural history. The e :
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MISCELLANEOUS.

) YORD,
NOTICE OF AN UNCOMMONLY TAME AND SENSIBLE PINE MARTEN
(.’H USTELA lﬂJRTES) BY ST, K, VON SIEMUSZOVA~PIETRUSKY,

In June 1836 I obtained a very young Pine Marten, which in a short
space of time became so domestic that he truly deserved the admi-
ration of all who had an opportanity of seeing him. This pretty
little animal went about freely through all the rooms of the house
without doing harm to any one, played in the court-yard with my
Danish dogs, often sprang upon their backs, and rode frequently
upon the good patient beasts after the manner of monkeys in a very
comical style for a good distance. The dogs too were very fond of
the Marten, and never showed signs of their inherited hatred of such
animals, In time be became so much attached to my person that
ke followed me everywhere, even into the meighbouring viliages,
just as only a dog or badger would do (see my remarks upon the
badger in Wiegmann’s Archiv, 1837, Part IL). In these walks itwas
very interesting to observe how he was able to overcome his natural
innate propensity for climbing up trees; for it very frequently
happened tha.t the de=xre of chml:mfr up atree =exzed him; yet as

.

soon as he perceived thut I had gone on, the little animal hastened
after me directly, Even upen long excursions to the old forests of
the Carpathian mountains, at a distance of three and four (Germaun)
niiles, the Marten was my faithful companion; he swam through
rivers and brooks with perfect ease like an otter : but the most re-
markable thing besides was, that he never went very far from me;
only cnce do I remember having lost him for some hours. This
liappened in the following wannér.

On the 30th of August the gentle Marten followed me, as he al-
ways did on an excursion, inte the part of the Carpathians which is
culled the Potoninen. I was busied in collecting the beautiful Ce-
rabus Sackeri in an cenchanting spot, and quite forgot my Marten,
who had found a nest with young blackbirds (Merula montana,

Brehm.) just by, and was quietly devouring them. After a fortu-
nate booty of Coleopwm 1 then wished to climb a lofty hill called
Paraska, but I missed the Marten and continued my way without
him. How great was my joy, upon my return, after eight long hours,
to find the sensible animal again in the very meadow where 1 had
lost him

X I was absent from home this Marten would take no food the
whele day long; and when I retorned showed kis joy by merry
eaps and caresses, '

Fle ate everything that came to table, bread, fruit, cheese, milk,
but he was fondest of raw flesh; he drank wine with great relish,
and plentifully. This even hastencd his death, for once he drank so
muck, that on the following day he was found dead on the hLouse
floor~~TFiegimana’s Areliv fiir 1839, 3tes Heft.
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