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value as 1 may be able to track down
firmer information from your clues.

9. Personal knowledge, unusual uses to which
material in your collection has been put;
if possible give dates, nature of usage
and out-turn.

3. Documented instances, an unusual usage
that has been documented, albeit perhaps
only in correspondence.

4, Published references or reviews. Please
send me the citation of any reference to
unusual usages that you come across. in the
literature. Especially valuable would be
a note about any review articles, similar
to Genoways, H H (1979).

I think information on usage of overseas
collections would be equally valuable, so do
not restrict yourself to uses of collections
in U K institutions. Also usages apparently
only of loeal wvalue should be reported, as
they may well turn out to have wider
implications.

I intend the project to be continuous so there
is no final date for sending information;
periodic progress reports will be made in the
BCG Newsletter, and once we see the scale and
scope of the information submitted the best
method (s) of disseminating the information
will be discussed with the Committee.

References

Genoways, H H, et al 1979. Systematists,
other users and uses of North American
collections of recent mammals.

MUSEOLOGY No 3. Texas Tech. Univ.,
Lubbock, Texas.

Morgan, P J4, 1986. A NATIONAL PLAN FOR
SYSTEMATIC COLLECTIONS? National
Museum of Wales/Biology Curators Group,
Cardiff.

Wheateroft, P, 1987. Merely Rubbish.
MUSEUMS JOURNAL 87 (3): 133-134.

Charles Pettitt
Manchester Museum
The University
Manchester M13 9PL

-

NEW DIRECTOR FOR THE BRITISH MUSEUM
(NATURAL HISTORY)

The Board of Trustees, with the approval of
the Prime Minister has appointed Dr Neil
Robert Chalmers as Director of the Museum,
from 2 November 1988.

Dr Chalmers, aged 46, has been Dean of Science
at the Open University for the last three
years, and was employed previously as a Senior
Lecturer in Biology since joining the
University in 1970. His first employment was
as a Lecturer in Zoology at Makerere
University College, Kampala, Uganda from 1966
to 1969 and he was Scientific Director at the
National Primate Centre, Nairobi, Kenya from
1969 to 1970. He has a First Class Honours
Degree in Zoology from Magdalen College,
Oxford, and a PhD in Zoology (Animal
Behaviour) from St John's College, Cambridge.

Dr Chalmers emphasizes the astonishing size
and richness of the Museum's collections,
together with the popularity and educational
importance of the Museum's exhibitions to
visitors of all ages. "We are a world leader
among Natural History Museums. Our work
directly  benefits science, medicine,
agriculture and the natural environment. Our
exhibitions will be lively and topical - we

aim to educate our visitors while we entertain
them."

The Director's appointment is for a fixed term
of five years, renewable by agreement between
all parties. He is responsible to the Board
of Trustees for all aspects of the operation
of the Museum, for advising the Board on
policy and planning matters, and for ensuring
the policies and plans are implemented. The
Director is the Accounting Officer for the
Museum and is responsible to Parliament for
the proper expenditure of public funds voted
by Parliament through the Office of Arts and
Libraries.
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REFERENDUM RESULTS

The referendum resulting from a motion passed
by a majority vote at the 1987 AGM has now
been completed and the votes counted as
follows:

I support the policy of the British Museum
(Natural History) to charge visitors for
entrance to the MUSEUM  cuivevesevosrscsvanee

I do not support the above policy «.ceevs..53
Abstentions 4

The Committee has, in accordance with the
wishes of the 1987 AGM, sought a mandate {rom
the membership which clearly indicates that we
should take action. Additional comments on
the returned ballot forims are as follows.

What the Membership Says!

"Taxonomic research bears no relationship to
the displays built by the display team. Why
should school parties fund taxonomic research"

"The introduction of charges for entry to any
national museum is deplorable. The statistics
of attendance, post-introduction of charges
usually indicate a sharp fall in numbers of



