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When police searched Anthony Coleman’s home they
found an illegal collection of stuffed, dead birds,
Brighton magistrates heard.

Coleman, 26, of Beaconsfield Road, Hastings,
admitted burglary at the Booth Museum in Dyke
Road, Brighton. Coleman, a butcher, also admitted
having a dead kestrel, long-eared owl and a buzzard,
in breach of the Wildlife and Countryside Act.

Esme Grant, prosecuting, said museum staff found
Coleman in an exhibit storeroom cordoned off from
the public with a bag filled with rare birds’ eggs. He
told police he stole the eggs because he had not
wanted to take them from the wild.

Anne Markwick, defending, said: “He is a wildlife
enthusiast. In itself this is a very harmless hobby but
he was under stress because he was separated at the
time from his wife.” Miss Markwick said Coleman
was completely ignorant that he had the stuffed birds
illegally. She said by law the dead birds should have
been registered with the Department of the
Environment and the owner has to show how they
died.

He bought the birds, which were in cages, eight years
ago from a junk shop and because he could not say
how they died he had to plead guilty. Coleman was
fined £250 for stealing the eggs and £75 for having
the stuffed birds.

Note from Editor: the cuplrit was apprehended
almost by chance on a Sunday afternoon. John
Cooper happened to be walking through the museum
with an attendant when they heard the floor creak
above their heads. No-one should have been there, so
they investigated and caught the man red-handed.

Since then, the access stairs to the stores have been
enclosed to prevent anyone from climbing in and
security has been tightened generally. It is also likely
that the Booth Museum will be offered the culprit's
illegal collection.

The only really mystifying aspect to this whole affair
is: what was John Cooper doing walking through his
museum on Sunday afternoon when he should have
been at home watching footy on the telly!
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Have you seen a mermaid?
Do you have a mermaid in your
collections?

Do you know of any mermaids in

other collections?

If so we would like to hear from you., We are
conducting a survey of mermaids, and mermen, and
would like to know about any material (extant or
destroyed) that may be known to you. References in
local publications, ephemera, manuscript notes and
correspondence may provide important clues to the
whereabouts of specimens - if your collections
include any references to merfolk we would be very
interested to hear from you. Even records of
specimens you may have seen elsewhere would be
appreciated.

David Heppell and Geoff Swinney

National Museums of Scotland

Chambers Street

Edinburgh EH1 1JF

(Please address your response to David Heppell)
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Manual of Natural History

Curatorship

Editors: Geoff Stansfield, John Mathias,

Gordon Reid

At a recent meeting in the Museums and Galleries
Commission of the editorial sub-committee for the
Manual of Natural History Curatorship, at which
most of the contributors were present, the following
outline for the Manual was agreed. In fact, most
contributors have now expanded this outline into a
detailed breakdown of contents for their chapters, and
two of the chapters have already been written. The
bulk of the meeting was spent going through the
details of chapter contents and ironing out possible
areas of overlap between contributors. The Manual is
to be published by HMSO and is being supported
financially by the Museums and Galleries
Commission. We are looking for publication by the
end of the year.

Outline of contents and

contributors

1 Function and organization of NHM’s
Functions and organization of natural history
museums to include national, local authority,
university and private museums, their individual
characteristics as far as funding, administration and
functions. Geoff Stansfield




2 Acquisition

Collecting policies in relation to different types of
museums and different museum functions.
Collection parameters, including geographical
boundarics, taxonomic limitations, implications of
wildlife conservation laws, conventions and codes.
Collecting methods (field collecting, purchase,
purchasc funds etc)

John Edmondson, Liverpool Museum.

3 Preparation and preservation

General intro to collection preservation with
discussion on strengths and weaknesses of various
methods. Dry preservation, wet preservation, freeze-
drying, frozen collections, special techniques relating
to study skins, osteology, insects, molluscs, plants.
Gordon Rcid, Horniman Museum.

4 Documentation

Documentation in the field, documentation on entry
to muscum, documentation to meet requirements of
conservation laws, habitat recording conventions,
species rccording, transferring data to computer,
computer systems. MDA.

Peter Davis, Hancock Museum.

5 Housing and maintenance of collections
Housing and maintenance standards, security, storage
design, storage fittings, climate and lighting control,
safe handling, packing and transportation.

John Mathias, Leicestershire Museums.

6 Using the collections

Discussion on different ways in which collections are
used. Taxonomic support specimens, voucher
specimens, specimens as a resource for exhibition,
education and interpretation. Collections research.
Charles Pettit, The Manchester Museum

7 Biological recording

Museum role in biological recording; advising on
planning applications; standards; work of the
NFBR; charging for services.

Bill Ely, Rotherham Museum

8 Live animals and plants in the museum
Laws affccting use of live animals and plants
Gordon Reid, Homiman Museum.

9 Exhibition and interpretation

Exhibition policies - long-term, short-term,
temporary, travelling and site. Strengths and
weaknesses of natural history exhibitions. Sources of
funds, sources of exhibitions.

Paul Howard, The Yorkshire Museum.

10 Educational activities in Natural Science
Museums

Educational services, work with schools (including
new curriculum); clubs, holiday activities, work with
adults, guided walks and excursions.

Elizabeth Goodhew, Horniman Museum.

Enquiry services, publication and sales policies,
shops (still under discussion)

11 Health and safety

Guidelines to include precautions when handling live
or fresh material; working with pesticides, COSH.
Paul Richards, Sheffield Museum

12 Working with other bodies

Short description of the aims and activities of
organizations? To include associations of natural
history curators; sources of grant aid and advice
(national bodies, local bodies, grant-giving bodies,
special interest bodies).

Steve Garland, Bolton Museum.

Bibliography; Appendices; Useful organizations;
Index.
GS, JHM, GR
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BCG SPORT

Ratty burrows sous la
Manche

Mindful of the potential delay between penning this
and publication I shudder to make any mention of the
Gulf, not knowing what the future holds. However, |
should like to pass on one item which was overheard
during a sniff round the corridors of power; ‘Of
course, BCG does have its own SCUD missile - Sir
Rat, the one they love to shoot down!” Still, that
said, I don’t seem to have had too many personal
suggestions involving rotating cucumbers recently.
Perhaps I’m getting too safe in my old age.

So where were you? I refer of course to the Paris
tournament. Four days that shook the world. Grande
temps indeed. Who can ever forget the Milne mud-
wresting parties? The ‘Pick-axe wielding Mendel in
exploding car’ shock? Or even the ‘Stoke Museum in
giant crystal snatch’ scandal? Certainly plenty to
keep your roving rat reporter out of the sewers (but



