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Abstract 
This article tells the story of Kendall Museum working in partnership with Kendal College. The project, 
initiated to illustrate the taxidermy collections during a time of adversity, has now resulted in publication, 
educational programmes and a new permanent display illustrating the unique natural history heritage held 
with the Museums’ collections. 

 
 

Founded in 1796, Kendal Museum’s fascinating collections include archaeology, history, geology and natu-
ral history from around the globe. Following a programme of conservation and cataloguing in 2008, grant 
funded by Renaissance North West, the Taxidermy collection was once again revealed as being a magnifi-
cent irreplaceable collection of Victorian taxidermy, of world wide importance (Fig. 1) and worthy of publi-
cation. As Curator of Natural History I felt that in uncertain times it was essential to record and illustrate the 
collection, to prove at a glance that here, in the Town Museum, was something truly worth saving and look-
ing after. 
 
In 2008 I was delighted to host the U.K. Guild of Taxidermists conference at Kendal Museum. This served 
to bring together some of the leading taxidermists working today and to enable members to examine unpar-
alleled examples of the work of known Victorian taxidermists, held in the Museum collection. It was at this 
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Fig. 1. Kendal’s world class collection in the news.   
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conference that I first came across the work of the British Historical Taxidermy Society (BHTS), founded in 
2004 by Martin Dunne and now firmly established as the leading organisation concerned with British his-
torical taxidermy. The BHTS works closely with collectors, museums, local authorities, authors, schools, 
researchers and the media not only to advise, preserve and record historical taxidermy but to promote this 
often under-appreciated subject. The BHTS made a repeat visit in May 2008 and a working partnership was 
formed with the aim of publishing an accessible book to illustrate the Taxidermy to the general public. 
Guided by their expertise in historical taxidermy, each case was checked, cleaned and photographed. 
 
 
After 2 years work Kendal Museum was delighted to host 
the book launch of the first publication of the BHTS in 
conjunction with the Museum as a pictorial record of the 
taxidermy collection. (Fig. 2). This book features photo-
graphs of many exquisite and exceptional pieces of taxi-
dermy, including a number of rare and extinct specimens, 
most of which have not been on display. The book includes 
examples of the work of H. Murray & Son, Rowland Ward, 
Peter Spicer, Charles Kirk and Edward Gerrard among oth-
ers. The launch of this book coincided with the new part-
nership of Kendal Museum with Kendal College, which 
began in April 2009, one of a number of partnerships be-
tween the College and South Lakeland District Council 
aimed at rejuvenating the Museum. David Bellamy was our 
special guest; he first discovered Kendal Museum when he 
made his first visits to the Lake District, and it has re-
mained a firm favorite with him ever since (Fig. 3). 
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Fig. 2. The cover of the first book: The Kendal 
Museum Collection of Fine Art Taxidermy. 

Fig. 3. Launching the first book with David Bellamy. 
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During this research into the collection it became apparent that Kendal Museum houses a unique collection 
of the taxidermy of Henry Murray & Son who lived and worked in Carnforth, near Kendal, arguably the 
finest in the U.K. and a real jewel in the history of Kendal Town. We decided to publish a second, more 
detailed book on this collection. Another period of intense photography followed (Figs. 4-5) and six months 
later, a second volume was published, illustrating the superb quality of the work by H. Murray & Son (Fig. 
6). The book also included a fascinating historical introduction to Kendal Museum, which puts into context 
the collection as it exists today. 
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Fig. 4. Choosing Murray Cases in the Natural History 
Store during July 2009. 

Fig. 5. Photography of the Murray cases in the Natural History Store 
during July 2009. 

Fig. 6. The cover of the second book: The Kendal Museum Collec-
tion of Fine Art Taxidermy by H. Murray & Son. 
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The second book was launched at Kendal museum on Oct 23rd 2009 – The event was attended by taxider-
mists and local natural history and wildlife enthusiasts, as well as local dignitaries and residents. Kendal 
Museum was delighted to welcome the researchers from the BHTS who had compiled the book over a pe-
riod of 3 years (Fig. 7). Pat Morris gave a highly entertaining illustration of the changing attitudes to taxi-
dermy and Carl Church, leading bird taxidermist, brought a Dodo model! To capitalise on the publicity of 
the project, BHTS prepared a series of post cards for sale at the Museum (Fig. 8). 
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Fig. 7. Press release photo for the second book. From left to right: Deanna Taylor, BHTS; Graham Wilkinson, 
Principal of Kendal College; Carol Davies, Curator of Natural History, Kendal Museum; Andrew Sage, BHTS; 
Martin Dunne, Chairman BHTS; Carl Church, creator of the Dodo model. 

Fig. 8. An example 
from a series of 
post cards pro-
duced by the BHTS 
for sale at the Mu-
seum. 
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The Dodo rather stole the show and Kendal College with foresight bought it for the Museum thus generat-
ing the next project, WHO’S NEXT, a new education program at Kendal Museum generously supported by 
Renaissance North west. The recently acquired Dodo will form the iconic centerpiece of a new gallery dis-
play featuring extinct and endangered species represented in the magnificent collections (Fig. 9) (see Fig. 
11 overleaf for image of panel of extinct and endangered birds and animals in Kendal Museum). To support 
this display there are a number of educational projects, ranging from Key Stage 1 through to college stu-
dents in training and education. The Dodo was also featured on a promotional T-shirt available for sale in 
the Museum’s shop (Fig. 10). 
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Fig. 9. Display during 
preparation, February 
2011 

Fig. 10. The museum shop merchandise, in-
cluding the Dodo T-shirt! 
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Fig. 11. Display panel of 
extinct and endangered 
birds and animals in 
Kendal Museum. 
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This is a story of working in partnership; this project, initiated to illustrate the taxidermy collections during 
a time of adversity, has now resulted in publication, educational programmes and a new permanent display 
illustrating the unique and priceless natural history heritage held with the Museum collection. It is not fin-
ished – a third volume is to be published by the BHTS in conjunction with Kendal Museum and will illus-
trate the trophy head collection. It is to be launched this year, 2011, and I have a few more ideas yet! 
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