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A Method of Rehydrating
Specimens

1. Prepare a solution of Decon 90 detergent and
water in approximate concentration 1:20; exact
proportions are not necessary to obtain good results.
(The phosphates in the detergent penetrate the cells
allowing water to osmose into them)

2. Add the solution to the dried out material. Make
sure no labels are affected. (The solution causes
serious damage to paper and script)

3. Leave for an average of 3 days but check daily to
ascertain if the solution needs to be changed or
renewed. (Rinse material thoroughly in running, cold
water before re-immersing.)

4.  After rehydration is complete, rinse material in
running, cold water for at least 10 minutes.

5. Replace material in alcohol (usually 80%) with
information that it has been rehydrated.

Ideally check the material for a further week. If the
appearance of the alcohol changes it could mean the
material needs a further rinsing in water before final
curation
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Wet Curation Procedures

Reasons: Cracked/  Unsuitable Labelling faded  Respiriting
Broken (Wrong size, plastic top) or damaged

l

Method: Open Jar
(Hot water/tapping/bottle opener)

/\

Transfer specimen Top up with Spirit
(Make sure all original contents (80% IMS)

and alcohol are included) /

Soak off any external labels
(Check base of jar for labels)
(Only use warm water when cold has failed)

v
Write an internal label

v
Glue on outer label
(Water soluble glue)
Insert inner label
(Allow ink plenty of time to dry, overnight if possible)

l

Seal with grease

Paint top if necessary
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