
 

NatSCA supports open access publication as part of its mission is to promote and support natural 
science collections. NatSCA uses the Creative Commons Attribution License (CCAL) 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/  for all works we publish. Under CCAL authors retain 
ownership of the copyright for their article, but authors allow anyone to download, reuse, reprint, 
modify, distribute, and/or copy articles in NatSCA publications, so long as the original authors and 
source are cited. 

http://www.natsca.org 

The Biology Curator 

Title: A Method of Rehydrating Specimens 

Author(s): Not Listed 

Source: Not Listed (2000). A Method of Rehydrating Specimens. The Biology Curator, Issue 18, 

23 ‐ 24. 

URL: http://www.natsca.org/article/411



Thurgood, William, Acc.No.LEEDM.C.l993.1 , 
British and continental L. & F.W., Donor 
Mr.S.G.Appleyard. 

Anon Acc.No.LEEDM.C.1981.6, ex Huddersfield 
Naturalists'Club. Tropical L & F.W. c. 1,500 sets. 

Anon Ac.No.LEEDM.C.l982.366, Marine Red Sea & 
North American via Prof Alexander, Leeds 
University. 

Further reading on the Leeds City Museum Natural 
History Collections 

Nunney, J.H., & Norris, A., 1978, A Note on the 
Natural History Collections, Leeds City Museum 
Biological Curators Group Newsletter 1 : 6-1 0 

Norris, A., 1989, Natural History, pp.47-52. chapter 
within Brears, P., 1989, Of Curiosities & Rare Things, 
The Story of Leeds City Museums, published by The 
Friends of Leeds City Mu eum. 

Norris, A., 1993, Leeds City Museum- its Natural 
History Collections. (Part 1). Journal of Biological 
Curation 1:(314) 1991-92: 29-39. 

Norris, A., 1993, Shell Collections in Yorkshire 
Museums- No. l. The Leeds City Museum 
Collections- Section l. British and European Land 
and Freshwater Molluscan Collections. Bulletin, 
Y.N.U. 20:27-29 

Norris, A., 1995, Shell Collections in Yorkshire 
Museums -Part 2. The Leeds City Museum and its 
Shell Collections. 2. Section 2. The British Marine 
and Tropical Collections. Bulletin Y.N.U. 23:17-19. 

Norris, A., 1995, Leeds City Museum- its Natural 
History Collections Part 2. The Biology Curator 4: 1 
9-24. 

Adrian Norris 
Senior Curator, Natural Sciences and Ethnography 
Leeds Museums Service 

I August 2000 23 

A Method of Rehydrating 
Specimens 

l. Prepare a solution of Decon 90 detergent and 
water in approximate concentration 1 :20; exact 
proportions are not necessary to obtain good results. 
(The phosphates in the detergent penetrate the cell 
allowing water to osmose into them) 

2. Add the solution to the dried out material. Make 
sure no labels are affected. (The solution causes 
serious damage to paper and script) 

3. Leave for an average of 3 days but check daily to 
a certain if the solution needs to be changed or 
renewed. (Rinse material thoroughly in running, cold 
water before re-immersing.) 

4. After rehydration is complete, rinse material in 
running, cold water for at least l 0 minutes. 

5. Replace material in alcohol (usually 80%) with 
information that it has been rehydrated. 

Ideally check the material for a further week. If the 
appearance of the alcohol changes it could mean the 
material needs a further rinsing in water before final 
curation 
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Method: 

Wet Curation Procedures 

Jar 

~ 
Reasons: Cracked/ Unsuitable 

Broken (Wrong size, plastic top) 
Labelling faded 

or damaged 

l 
Open Jar 

(Hot water/tapping/bottle opener) 

Respiriting 

Transfer specimen 
(Make sure all original contents 

Top up with Spirit 
(80% IMS) 

and alcohol are included) 

Soak off any external labels 
(Check base of jar for labels) 

(Only use warm water when cold has failed) 

l 
Write an internal label 

l 
Glue on outer label 
(Water soluble glue) 
Insert inner label 

(Allow ink plenty of time to dry, overnight if possible) 

l 
Seal wi1 grease 

Paint top if necessary 
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